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REQUIREMENTS FOR BUILDING A DECK 

 

When is a building permit required for a deck? 

• If the deck is greater than 12” off of the ground, and 

• When structural renovations are made to an existing deck. 

What needs to be submitted with a building permit application? 

• A Site Plan of your property 

− Showing the location of your deck drawn and dimensioned to your 
property lines. 

• Deck drawings 

− Plan view showing locations of your posts, beams, joists, landing and 
stairs, 

▪ Note the dimensions of lumber (see attached span tables for which 
size lumber you should be using) 

− Side view to show the height of your deck and location of guards where 
needed 

** Reference the Deck Standard Practice Sheet for assistance** 

Guards/Railings: 

• Guards and railings are required at any point where your deck is greater than 23 
5/8” off of the ground. 

• Based on SB-7 in the Ontario Building Code, only the installation of wood 
guards/railings is permitted. If you are installing anything other than wooden 
guards/railings, you will need to provide a copy of the Pre-Engineered 
guard/railing details with your application. 

Where to apply for a building permit? 

• Register and apply at Cloudpermit – https://ca.cloudpermit.com/login 

• Office hours are from Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
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Cost of a building permit: 

• View website for current fees – www.cityofwoodstock.ca

Application turn-around time: 

• Once a complete application is submitted, there is a turn-around time of
approximately 10 business days before your building permit is issued.

Required building inspections for a deck: 

• Excavation/Footing inspection

▪ Once you have dug your footing holes AND BEFORE concrete has
been poured.

• Framing Inspection

− Once framing is complete (post, beams, joists etc.).

• Final Inspection

− When guards and railings are complete.

http://www.cityofwoodstock.ca/
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