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Thank you frontline and essential workers!

For the better part of a year and a half our lives have been tossed upside  
down and sideways. Through unchartered waters our essential and  
frontline workers have navigated us through this once in a century  

conundrum, often unnoticed and under-appreciated.

On the evening of Friday, September 17th, the City of Woodstock in 
partnership with Toyota Motor Manufacturing Canada, invite you to join us 
in recognizing our essential and frontline workers with the most spectacular 

fireworks display the Friendly City has ever seen! 

When: Friday, September 17th
Where: Cowan Fields – east end of Devonshire Ave

We invite you to nominate an essential / frontline worker for a chance for 
them to enjoy the show in the “Best Seats in the House”

We’ll draw for 10 lucky winners and their 
families (max 5) to enjoy this incredible 

show and receive special treatment, City 
swag, food and beverages and more!

Visit www.cityofwoodstock.ca/nominate  
to nominate an essential/frontline worker

http://www.cityofwoodstock.ca/nominate
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Check out the COW Tales  
‘Way Back When’ contest 
on page 11 and enter today!

A: b) Lighthouse.
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What’s On Woodstock Magazine is 
published nine times a year by the Office 
of the Communications & Special Events 
Manager of the City of Woodstock. Circulation 
is 21,000 copies delivered to the residents 
and businesses of Woodstock. 
Magazine produced by Flying Squirrel Design.  
E-mail: wow@flyingsquirreldesign.com. 
Mail/Courier: 9-1201 Nellis Street,  
Woodstock, Ontario N4T 1N8
Editorial written by Jeff Culp. Ad deadline 
for September 2021 edition: August 4, 2021 
Call Brad Janssen at 519-539-1291 x 4102 
to book your advertising today.

CITY OF WOODSTOCK
PHONE DIRECTORY
C O N T A C T S
Art Gallery ...........................................519-539-6761
City Hall ..............................................519-539-1291
Civic Centre Arena ...................519-421-3484 x 4301
Goff Hall Rental .......................519-421-3484 x 4301
Library .................................................519-539-4801
Market Centre Rental ..........................519-537-8411
Museum ..............................................519-537-8411
Para-Transit Services ...........................519-539-1291
Parks & Recreation ...................519-539-1291 x 4101
Public Works ............ 519-539-1291 x 3140 or x 3104
Small Business Centre .........................519-421-2129
Southside Aquatics ................. 519-421-POOL (7665)
Southwood Arena ....................519-421-3484 x 4301
Transit Services ........................519-539-1291 x 3102

Have your events listed 
in the FREE Event List 

on the back inside cover 
or for advertising in the 
What’s On Woodstock 
Magazine, call Editor 

Brad Janssen,  
at 519-539-1291 x 4102  
or fax to 519-539-3275.

City and County cooperate to ensure 
clean water comes out of your faucets
This issue, in our continuing series on how two-tiered government works in Oxford 
County, we look at our water systems.

When you consider a municipal water system, you re-
ally need to think of two systems – one that brings 

clean, potable water to your home, and one that takes 
away waste water. Under the Municipal Act, both systems 
are owned by the County, but as with other areas of two-
tiered government, the City has major responsibilities in 
keeping the systems running.

To trace the water systems, let’s start with drinkable 
(potable) water. In Woodstock, all our water comes from 
the ground. This means water that is held in the ground 
has to be identified, a well installed, and pumps operated 
to bring the water out. The amount of water the ground 
can hold depends on a huge range of factors including the 
soil, the depth of the soil, and how quickly the supply of 
water is replenished through natural sources.

mailto:wow%40flyingsquirreldesign.com?subject=
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To determine this, experts need to complete studies on 
local aquifers (the parts under ground which hold water).

“All the hydrogeological studies and hydrology work is 
the responsibility of the County,” says City of Woodstock 
CAO David Creery. (hydrogeology is the study of the 
movement of water; hydrology concerns itself with the dis-
tribution of water both above and below the ground, and 
assesses the impact of human activities on the supply and 
quality of water.

“Protecting the ground sources of water include manag-
ing land use around these wellheads that could impact the 
quality of the groundwater is also a County responsibility.

The County looks after the treatment of the water. 
“Potable water has to be treated, to ensure it is safe for 
consumption.”

From the treatment facilities, water is moved, under 
pressure, though supply lines, which are owned by the 
County, but maintained by the City, under a contract 
with the County.

To move water through the City, a series of transmis-
sion watermains, pumping stations, underground reser-
voirs and elevated towers are maintained. The County is 
responsible for these water transmission pipes and water 
storage facilities which provide potable water for the pres-
surized water main distribution system under the streets 
throughout the City. These water mains are owned by the 
County, but maintained by the City, under contract with 
the County

“If there’s a problem with a water main,” he says, “if it 
freezes and bursts, for example, concerned residents should 
contact the City.” Similarly, if a resident has a concern 
with their water supply in any way they should contact the 
City Water Department at 519-539-2382 ext. 3120. Under 

the contract with the County, City crews will respond to 
any issues and fix the problem.

The same situation exists for the waste water system. 
Technically, the pipes and the treatment plant are all 
owned by the County, but if there’s a maintenance issue 
on the sewer system, it’s the City’s job to take care of it.

This can become involved when street repairs are need-
ed. It is fairly common in the City for a City-owned street 
to require repair, but for the County owned pipe under 
the street to be in excellent condition. The reverse is also 
true.

“Sometimes decisions on which parts of streets to repair 
are based more on the condition of the pipe under the 
street, than the condition of the street.” The condition of 
the pipe is, of course, invisible to taxpayers. When street 
repair assessments are done, the City conducts a video in-
spection to determine the condition of the pipes.

“It’s not good for taxpayers to pay for a street repair, 
only to have the street torn up again because of an issue 
with a wastewater pipe under the street.”

Unlike water supply mains, the waste water system is 
not under pressure, it’s gravity that moves waste water 
through the system. It is eventually moved to the waste-
water treatment plant on Admiral Street (also owned by 
the County), where the water is treated and released into 
the Thames River.

The cost of maintaining these water and waste water 
systems are paid for entirely by water and sewer fees. The 
County sets the fees, based on day-to-day operating ex-
penses, projected costs of maintenance, and projected re-
placement value of various elements of the system.

Under the Municipal Act, both potable (drinking) water and waste water are the responsibility of the County of Oxford. As in other 
areas, the City of Woodstock, under contract to the County, has major responsibilities in maintaining and keeping the systems running.

Check out the COW Tales  
‘Way Back When’ contest 
on page 11 and enter today!

A: Men’s fastball teams.
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The Corporation of the City of Woodstock

Community Grants Program
The City of Woodstock is accepting grant applications under 
the Community Grants Program, Policy GA003. Woodstock 
organizations wishing to apply for a grant are required to 
apply by 4:30 pm on September 1, 2021. Application and 
eligibility information is available by phoning the Clerk’s 
Department at 519-539-1291, or by visiting the City of 
Woodstock’s Website: www.cityofwoodstock.ca

Grants are available to volunteer organizations that are 
non-profit, or charitable. Consideration will be given to 
projects that promote a more healthy and active community 
within the City of Woodstock. Grant applicants must be 
located in the City of Woodstock and the majority of their 
participants must be Woodstock residents. Applications must 
be submitted using the prescribed form.

A first intake deadline for 2022 will be set for March 1.

Alysha Dyjach, Deputy City Clerk
The Corporation of the City of Woodstock
500 Dundas Street, P.O. Box 1539
Woodstock, Ontario N4S 0A7

Protecting your pet when 
there are no dog tags

As of January 1, 2022, the City of Woodstock will no 
longer require dog owners to buy dog tags. The main 

purpose of the dog tag program was to ensure lost pets 
were returned to their owners. The City still requires your 
pet to have some kind of identification

Not having a way to identify your pet will not only 
lead to them being picked up by animal control if they are 
found running loose, but will also lead to fines when you 
are reunited with your pet.

To keep your pet safe, Tracey Gibson from Hillside 
Kennel Animal Control has a few suggestions.

“Microchipping is the best route to go,” she suggests. 
“Because you can’t lose it. While personalized dog tags 
can be used, we often find that animals get lost when their 
collars are not on, or the collars have come loose and fall-
en off. But microchips are always there. If we get called 
to pick up a dog running at large the first thing we do is 
scan for a microchip. If your dog has one, we will be able 
to identify you. And microchipping is not as expensive as 
people think. Costs can run from $35–$50 at veterinarian 
clinics if no check-up or other work is required.” 

She also recommends that pet owners keep an eye out 
for microchip clinics where fees can be even lower. She 
says to check Hillside Kennel’s Facebook page often, since 
they promote clinics when they hear of them.

http://www.cityofwoodstock.ca
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City of WoodstockCity of WoodstockTRANSIT MAP
City of Woodstock

www.woodstocktransit.ca
August 2021

7 new routes  7 new routes  
& new on-street & new on-street transfer pointstransfer points

Adding a seventh bus route means improvements 
throughout the transit system

Woodstock Transit riders are going to notice a lot 
of changes when a seventh bus route is added 

Monday, August 30th.
“In order to add a seventh route, it was necessary to 

modify all the other routes,” says Transit Supervisor 
Jeffrey Springsted. “There will be seven brand new routes 
that we feel equally distribute service to the north, south, 
industrial parks and northern residential areas – areas of 
Woodstock that never had transit before.”

It’s a major undertaking to change up routes, not only 
mapping out where the buses will go, but to ensure Transit 
follows its 400 metre rule. The goal is to have every res-
idence in the city within 400 metres – an approximate 
5-minute walk – of a bus route.

Even with the seventh route, the familiar 30-minute 
loops ending at the terminal will be maintained for now.

“We’re narrowing a lot of those loops,” he says. “We 
have tried to put more buses on main corridors rather than 
side streets to keep them moving quickly. It’s not a perfect 
system, it’s not our forever system, but it’s a step up from 
what we currently have.”

New transit maps are being prepared now, and the 
routes not only try to serve areas not currently being 
served but to give riders a trip that isn’t as round-about as 
it used to be.

“We’ll have better service to Universal Road and 
Commerce Way and the Pattullo area south of the 401. 
New transit service to all those industrial areas will now 
create employment opportunities for residents who would 
like to work there, that do not drive cars, and those that 
do drive may elect to take the bus.”

The move is equally attractive to employers to help at-
tract a wider range of local workers.

Riders will notice other changes, Springsted says. 
“We’re introducing on-street transfers; there’s 9 transfer 

zones within the city, and we’ve tried to locate them in 
places convenient to riders who may want to do a little 
commerce while they wait for their transfer.”

It was a good opportunity as well to change the brand-
ing of bus stop signs.

“The current signs are too small, located high and 
sometimes behind poles.” The new signs will be more legi-
ble and identifiable.

Boarding buses will also be easier. Many bus stops have 
been moved away from resident’s driveways.

“With today’s greater emphasis on accessibility, we’ve 
had a careful look at the surfaces from which buses are 
boarded. We’ve probably poured 90 new concrete pads.”

Transit is hiring new drivers, and getting all their 
current drivers familiar with the ins and outs of the new 
routes. They also plan to have a Transit Information Day 
in mid to late August, pending COVID-19 restrictions to 
provide education.

The new Transit Map will be available in early 
August. The changes introduced in the new map 
will commence on Monday, August 30th. 

Check out the COW Tales  
‘Way Back When’ contest 
on page 11 and enter today!

A: Sidewalk Sale Days.
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The City of Woodstock will 
terminate the Dog Tag program 

as of January 1st, 2022

The purchasing of dog tags has a long history in the City of Woodstock. 
Since 1976 dog owners in the City of Woodstock go through a familiar 
process. Every fall, reminder notices are sent out to purchase a new dog 
tag. Responsible pet owners dutifully either purchase their dog tag online, 
mail in their form, or make the trek to City Hall to pick up a new dog tag 
for the upcoming year. This all changed on January 14th, 2021 when 
Woodstock City Council voted to terminate the program as of January 1st, 
2022. 

What does this mean for responsible dog owners? While you will no longer 
need to wait in line at City Hall to pick up your furry friend’s new tag, you 
do still need to always have identification on your dog. Not having a way 
of identifying your pet will not only lead to them being picked up by animal 
control if they are found running loose but will also lead to fines when you 
are reunited with your pet. 

To keep your pet safe, Tracey Gibson, from Hillside 
Kennel Animal Control has a few suggestions. 
“Microchipping is the best route to go,” Tracey 
suggests. “Because you can’t lose it. While 
personalized dog tags can be used, we often find 
that animals get lost when their collars are not on, 
or the collars have come loose and fallen off. But 
microchips are always there. If we get called to pick 
up a dog running at large the first thing we do is 
scan for a microchip. If your dog has one, we will 
be able to identify you. And microchipping is not as 
expensive as people think. Costs can run from $35 – $50 at veterinarian clinics 
if no check-up or other work is required.” Tracey also recommends that pet 
owners keep an eye out for microchip clinics where fees can be even lower. 
She says to check Hillside Kennel’s Facebook page often, since they promote 
clinics when they hear of them. 

As a responsible dog owner, it is time to think about how you will keep your 
furry friend identified after January 1, 2022.
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A Local Treasure
To say that Woodstock’s June 
 Bell’s sport was lawn bowling,  
would be to underrate her  
accomplishments in other  
sports. Her team won the  
Canadian Triples in 1975,  
then she won the Canadian  
singles the next year. In fact,  
she had the highest medal  
standing of any Canadian  
woman lawn bowler. In  
the winter, however, figure skating was June’s sport. Active  
in the Woodstock Figure Skating Club for 25 years, she did so much to 
promote local amateur sport, the Ontario Government gave her a Special 
Achievement Award in 1985. (Photo: June Bell (l) with Shirley Otis (r), 
courtesy of the Woodstock Lawn Bowling Club Photo Archive)

Cowapolooza and the Sounds of Summer
This month would’ve marked the 20th Anniversary of Cowapolooza but COVID-19 
restrictions have eliminated most special events for the past two summers. Here’s 
an abbreviated list of some of the most popular features over the first 18 festivals: 
Soapbox Derby, Milking Contest, Chicken Wing Ding, Strongman/Woman Competition, 
Pro Wrestling, Rubber Ducky Race, Touch A Truck, Japanese Drummers, BMX Bike/
Skateboard Competition, Kiddie Land, Stiltwalkers Buskers/Clowns… Celebrating 
local talent – Diane Archer, Dane Hartsell, Janna Polzin… Free open air concerts that 
featured April Wine, The McCartney Years, Stampeders, Trooper, The Spoons, Colin 
James, Don Thompson Tribute Shows and more. We’re hoping you can join us next 
summer when we hope to provide a complete list of special events and activities!

A Gift to the City
Museum Square, with its fountain, must be one 
of the finest urban showcases in the province. The 
centrepiece is the fountain. It is named Pattullo 
Fountain, after Andrew Pattullo, the former 
Sentinel-Review owner who bequeathed $1,000 to 
the city to build it when he died in 1903. It wasn’t 
until 1915 that the city set up a committee to get 
the fountain built. The 16’8” figure of a woman 
pouring water into two pans was manufactured 
from cast iron by J.L. Mott & Company in New  

York. The fountain was first 
turned on in May of 1917.

Remembering Dairy Days
In the mid 60’s, the City of Woodstock would hold a 
downtown festival to celebrate our title of Dairy Capital 
of Canada. The event was aptly named “Dairy Days” 
and a stage would be set up in front of the entrance 
to the Museum to host a friendly butter churning 
competition and even a cow milking contest featuring 
local dignitaries. In June of 1964, the festival even 
featured milk flowing through the Patullo Fountain. 
Organizers experienced some push back as some people 
thought the milk could have been given to those less 
fortunate, but the suppliers of the condensed milk – 
Silverwoods Dairy assured those concerned that the 
donated milk was not fit for human consumption.

COW Tales have been contributed by Brad Janssen and Jeff Culp.

Visit us online at www.facebook.com/WhatsOnWoodstock

https://www.facebook.com/whatsonwoodstock/
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Cow-tales
way back when

CONTEST
THE WINNER of the June/July ‘Way Back When’ Contest is Deb 
Roloson of Woodstock! She correctly answered that August 26, 2011 
was the Grand Opening and ribbon cutting of the Woodstock Hospital. 
Deb wins a $50 gift card from Boston Pizza Woodstock, plus she now 
qualifies for a $100 Boston Pizza Woodstock gift card to be drawn from 
all the monthly winners in November.

Thank you to our sponsor!

BOSTON PIZZA WOODSTOCK
431 Norwich Ave
519-536-7800

www.bostonpizza.com

Do you remember Woodstock “Way Back When?” 
If so, you’re on your way to winning our contest. Send in or drop off your 
answer by the posted deadline. We will randomly pick one winner from 
the correct responses. The winner’s name will appear in the next edition 
of What’s On Woodstock. Here are some questions to get you thinking. 
Answer the last question (in bold) to enter the contest.

Q.  What sport is associated with these former Woodstock teams: 
Bengals, Twins and Tornados? (See pg. 5)

Q.  What fast food outlet once operated on Norwich Ave., directly 
across from Heart FM? (See pg. 18)

Q.  This month would have marked the 20th Anniversary of 
Cowapolooza. Which of the following groups have not performed 
at the festival: a) Trooper; b) Lighthouse; c) April Wine;  
d) The Spoons; or, e) Stampeders? (See pg. 3)

Q.  What was the original name of what we now call “Streetfest?” 
(See pg. 8)

Q.  The Locke & Key Netflix series recently 
shot a few episodes in Woodstock. What 
ficticious American community did they 
transform the Downtown core into?
Send your answer along with your name and phone number to  
bjanssen@cityofwoodstock.ca by Friday, August 13th, 2021. 

https://www.bostonpizza.com
mailto:bjanssen%40cityofwoodstock.ca?subject=COW%20Tales%20Way%20Back%20When%20Contest


12 WHAT’S ON WOODSTOCK | August 2021

20
21

City of Woodstock
Tax & Assessment Information

Tax Rate Calculation:
Tax Levy ÷  

Total Assessment
= Tax 

Rate

Your taxes = 

Tax 
Rate

× Assessed Value of 
Your Property

2021 Total Budget $ 130,046,069

2021 Revenues:

  General Revenues  29,180,013

  To Be Raised Through Taxation  100,866,056

TOTAL $ 130,046,069

Property Tax Calculation:
Step 1: Budget & Tax Levy approved by City Council
Step 2: Assessment Provided by Municipal Property Assessment Corporation
Step 3: Tax Levy ÷ Total Assessment = Tax Rate
Step 4: Your Taxes = Tax Rate × Assessed Value of Your Property  

Comparative Tax Levies for 2021 & 2020 Taxes  
on an Average Residential Property

2021 2020 Difference

Assessed Value $ 257,790.00 $ 257,790.00   0.00%

Municipal 2,517.90 2,451.18  66.72 2.72%

County 946.18 951.77  (5.59) -0.59%

Education 394.42 394.42  0.00 0.00%

TOTAL $     3,858.50 $     3,797.37  $ 61.13 1.61%

The Municipal Property Assessment Corporation supplies the assessed value 
to us. If you don’t agree with your assessed value or you require additional 
information regarding your assessment, please call the Assessment Office at 
1‑866‑296‑6722.

Questions about your assessment? 
Call MPAC: 1-866-296-6722

How each dollar raised by taxation 
in 2021 will be spent:

City of 
Woodstock

61.55¢

Education
15.35¢

County
23.10¢

Planning &  
Development, 0.64¢

General Government, 
9.27¢

Fire, 8.87¢

Police, 
16.87¢

Roadways, Storm, 8.24¢

Transit, 2.48¢

Capital Expenditures, 
Out of Revenue, 4.94¢

Parks & Recreation, 6.46¢

Library, 2.57¢

Other Cultural, 1.21¢

TOTAL: City of  
Woodstock,  

61.55¢ 

Woodstock City Hall, P.O. Box 1539, 500 Dundas Street, Woodstock, Ontario N4S 0A7 Ph: 519‑539‑1291
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20
21

City of Woodstock –  
Revenue Sources:

Taxation,  
73%

Grants, 2%
Licences & Permits, 1%

Equipment Revenue, 1%

Penalties & Fines & Interest, 2%

Various Sales including Land, 2%

User Fees & Rentals, 5%

Reserve & Reserve Fund Contributions, 4%

Recovered from Others, 8%

Gaming Revenues, 2%

Questions about 
your taxes? 
Call the Tax Department: 

519-539-1291

City of Woodstock –  
Percentage of Taxes Paid 
by Each Property Class:

Residential,  
61.4%

Multi-Residential,  
3.0%

Commercial,  
19.5%

Industrial,  
15.7%

Other,  
0.4%

Payment Information

Taxes are payable at City Hall, 500 Dundas Street, Woodstock, Ontario.

The office is open from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday to Friday.

Cheques must be payable to the City of Woodstock. For your convenience taxes may be paid by mail.  
Payments should be sent to Tax Office, P.O. Box 1539, Woodstock, Ontario N4S 0A7. Please enclose your  
tax bill with your remittance. It will be receipted and returned to you.

Other payment options include post‑dated cheques, preauthorized payments, debit cards and Internet banking.

The first installment of your final tax bill is due August 31, 2021 and the second installment on  
October 29, 2021.

If payments are not received by the due dates, a penalty of 1.25% will be added on the first day of default  
and on the first day of each month until December 31, 2021.

Woodstock City Hall, P.O. Box 1539, 500 Dundas Street, Woodstock, Ontario N4S 0A7 Ph: 519‑539‑1291
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YOUR WOODSTOCK ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE PRESENTS

❱❱❱❱❱❱  Green Tips Green Tips ❰❰❰❰❰❰
2021 Climate Change Letter Writing Campaign

Earlier this year, the Woodstock Environmental Advisory 
Committee (WEAC) invited local students to participate in a 
letter writing campaign to explain why the issue of climate 
change is important to them. Thank you to all students who 
participated. Here are our two finalists’ submissions: one in 
English by Alayna and another in French by Emily.

Climate change. While growing up I have been 
taught what climate change is and how it affects our 
planet. All young kids hear about climate change and 
understand that it gets warmer and colder than it should, 
but it’s so much more than that. I don’t think people 
understand how drastic this issue is. Our planet is being 
destroyed. You see articles about young polar bears being 
starved to death from the homes melting, we are ruining 
the lives that have been here before us. This problem 
needs to stop. I know it’s not that simple and can’t be fixed 
overnight but every small detail will make a difference in 
the long run if we all work together. For starters young 
minds like myself need to speak up, the ones who care 
about the environment need to use their powerful voices 
to show others what matters. We and our planet are at 
risk for several endangerments that include… weather 
experienced, polluted air we breathe, our sources of 
water (drinkable/cleaning/etc. water) and ocean wildlife 
and our planet surfaces that grows the food needed to 
survive. Ecosystemes we and the animals are a part of 
can be tapered with because of climate change. The major 
effect would be wildfires destroying not only trees but the 
homes of helpless animals, where species live and how 
they interact with one another. This can change the way 
ecosystems and food webs react, leading to disruption. 
To help our planet we can take action on using renewable 
energy, make investments on energy efficient appliances, 
reduce water waste, watch the food eaten and only take 
what you need. This is only a few of the many ways to help 
our planet! You need to have more young minds interested 
in the topic because we are the next generation.

Thank you for taking the time to read my thoughts and 
ideas about this issue. 

  —Alayna (Gr. 9, WCI)

À qui de droit dans la ville de Woodstock,
Le changement climatique a déjà commencé à affecter notre 
planète. De nos régions polaires en diminution, de la perte 
d’habitats et d’écosystèmes, de changements importants dans 
l’air de répartition des espèces et de conditions météorologiques 
extrêmes, notre humanité a détruit l’environnement qui en 
habite tant. Voilà quelques exemples qui ne font qu’effleurer la 
surface des problèmes que les humains causent en encourageant 
le changement climatique. Je propose que nous prenions nos 
responsabilités et réduisions notre impact environnemental.

Le problème du réchauffement de la Terre est principalement 
causé par les gaz à effet de serre qui pénètrent dans l’air. Le 
Groupe des Experts Intergouvernementals sur l’Évolution du 
Climat (IPCC en anglais) a déclaré qu’« il est extrêmement 
probable que l’influence humaine ait été la cause dominante 
du réchauffement observent depuis avant le milieu du 20e 
siècle ». Ces gaz à effet de serre sont causés par nos activités 
humaines quotidiennes. Certaines de ces activités qui créent 
des émissions sont plus contrôlables, comme la sur-utilisation 
et/ou le gaspillage d’énergie, de nourriture, d’eau, de transport, 
de production et de fabrication nocives, etc. Ces méthodes de 
surconsommation contribuent aux décharges et au gaspillage 
des ressources qui ont été créées dans l’environnement, comme 
la combustion de combustibles fossiles. C’est tout un cycle, donc 
nous, les humains, devons assumer la responsabilité et résoudre 
ce problème.

Pour les citoyens ordinaires, nous pouvons réduire notre 
impact sur le changement climatique en étant attentifs à notre 
utilisation des ressources et encourager les autres à faire de 
même en s’exprimant, mais les personnes influentes peuvent 
faire bien plus. Les personnes d’influence peuvent lentement 
commencer à convertir notre économie pour qu’elle devienne 
renouvelable. Cela signifie qu’il y a moins de combustibles 
fossiles brûlés, donc moins d’émissions de gaz à effet de serre 
dans l’atmosphère. C’est l’objectif, diminuer notre impact 
sur le changement climatique. S’il nous arrive de faire cela, 
l’humanité aura partiellement réparé son tort.

 —Merci, Emily (Gr. 9)

To read the full letter, check out https://www.facebook.com/ 
woodstockenvironmentaladvisorycommittee

Brought to you by your Woodstock Environmental Advisory Committee and the City of Woodstock

https://www.facebook.com/woodstockenvironmentaladvisorycommittee
https://www.facebook.com/woodstockenvironmentaladvisorycommittee
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Summer Zoom Storytimes
Each program includes age appropriate stories, rhymes, songs 
and activities led by a library professional to help children 
develop early literacy skills and a love of reading.

Space is limited. Please visit our website to register for your Zoom 
invite to our Summer Zoom Storytimes.

Preschool Blast Off! (3–5 years)
Wednesdays ................................................... 10:00–10:30 am
July 7–August 25
Go to our website to register for your Zoom invite to participate 
in this fun filled storytime with stories, songs, and rhymes for 
preschoolers.

Toddler Zoom (12–35 months)
Thursdays....................................................... 10:00–10:30 am
July 8–August 26
Go to our website to register for your Zoom invite to participate 
in this half hour program of stories, rhymes and songs for 
toddlers accompanied by their caregiver.

Baby Rhyme Time at 
Home (birth to 12 months)

 X WPL YouTube video 
posted biweekly on 
Thursday mornings

July 8–August 26
Tune into our YouTube Channel, 
myWPL, for a new virtual storytime 
for babies and their caregivers! 
Enjoy songs, rhymes and a story 
with your little one. A new video 
will be uploaded at 11:00 am every 
Thursday.

Walking Wonders (birth to 12 months)
Fridays ........................................................... 10:00–11:00 am
August 6–September 24
A storytime for infants and their caregivers that begins outside 
the library with a stroller walk and ends with songs, rhymes 
and stories at a nearby park! Enjoy time with your little one and 
social time with other parents and caregivers. Caregivers are 
required to wear masks and social distancing is required. We will 
not meet if the weather is rainy. No registration required.

Summer Virtual Programs 
for Children
Check out our website at mywpl.ca for fantastic daily program 
postings for kids and teens.

Little Reader’s Book Club
Register any time and start reading together!
Engaging the littlest reader is simple: read a book – any book 
– to your newborn or toddler! The goal is to read 1,000 books 
before they start Kindergarten – you’ll be surprised how easy 
it can be! Our online book club will help you track your little 
reader’s progress. Visit www.mywpl.ca for more information 
about how to sign up for this very special book club.

https://www.mywpl.ca
https://www.mywpl.ca
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Beanstack TD Summer 
Reading Club for Kids 
Our Summer Reading Club is completely online!
Register online today. Program runs until September 4. 
This summer, families can now register online for our Beanstack 
Summer Reading Club. It allows participants to track the number 
of books read throughout the summer to earn digital badges 
and opportunities to enter our end of summer draws for great 
prizes! We will also have 
fun challenges for kids to 
participate in! Read books 
you have at home, borrow 
ours, or download great kid’s 
books from Tumblebooks and 
Hoopla!  Check our website 
for more information. Open to 
children age 2 and up. Get 
your summer read on!

I Spy Challenge (6–12 years)

 X WPL Facebook fun posted monthly

Let’s Go Camping!
August 3
Summer is here – let’s go camping! Test your I Spy skills with 
our digital quiz.

Summer Craft Club (6–9 years)

 X WPL YouTube video instructions posted 
biweekly on Tuesday afternoons 

August 3, 17
Get inspired with our crafting club! Pick up your craft kit from 
the library and follow along on our YouTube channel. A limited 
number of craft kits will be available on a first come, first serve 
basis one week prior to each program.

Little Crafters (3–5 years)

 X WPL YouTube video instructions posted 
biweekly on Tuesday mornings 

August 10, 24
Calling all little crafters! Pick up your craft kit from the library 
and follow along on our YouTube channel. A limited number of 
craft kits will be available on a first come, first serve basis one 
week prior to each program.

Summer Boredom Busters (10–13 years)

 X WPL YouTube video instructions posted 
biweekly on Wednesday afternoons 

August 11, 25
Looking for something to do this summer? Pick up your craft kit 
from the library and follow along on our YouTube channel. A 
limited number of craft kits will be available on a first come, first 
serve basis one week prior to each program.

Summer Virtual Programs 
for Teens
Teen Summer Reading Challenge
Online registration starts Saturday, June 26th
This summer we’re challenging teens to complete TEN reading 
challenges. Do you have what it takes? Visit our website to 
register through Beanstack starting Saturday, June 26. Program 
runs until September 4.

Hogwarts Summer School (10–14 years)

 X WPL YouTube video instructions posted 
weekly on Tuesday afternoons 

Do you need to catch up on your Care for Magical Creatures and 
Herbology classes? If so, Hogwarts Summer School promises 
wizarding crafts and activities to get you all caught up for the 
new school year! A limited number of craft kits will be available 
on a first come, first serve basis one week prior to each program.

August 3 Sorting Hat Activity
August 10 Monster Book of Monsters craft
August 17 Mandrake Project
August 24  7:00–8:00 pm Harry Potter  

Kahoot Trivia Facebook Live event

Escape Room for Teens: Shark Bait! 
(10 years and up)

 X WPL Facebook challenge posted 
monthly on Monday morning 

August 9
In honour of shark week, we challenge you to make it safely back 
to shore after being stranded in the deep blue sea. Do you have 
what it takes to survive?

Zoom What’s Cooking for Teens?
(12–15 years)
7:00–8:00 pm, Tuesday, August 10
Calling all foodies! Head to the kitchen for this fun cooking at 
home program! Participants will make M&M cookies and fruit 
slushies while watching a live demonstration on Zoom. A list of 
recipes and ingredients will be emailed to all participants prior 
to the program. Visit our website to register for your Zoom invite 
starting July 19 @ 10:00 am. 
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Teen Kahoot Trivia Challenge (12–17 years)

 X WPL monthly Kahoot trivia challenge 
posted on Tuesday afternoon

August 17
Test your trivia skills with our Kahoot challenge!

Teen Brain Break (10–14 years)

 X WPL YouTube video posted monthly 
on Tuesday afternoons

August 24
Take a break, relax, chill and do something fun! Join us monthly 
on YouTube for some fun activities that will give your brain a 
break!

DIY Foosball
August 24
Make your own foosball arena with common household items!

Summer Virtual Programs  
for Adults 
Check out our website at mywpl.ca for fantastic daily program 
postings for adults.

Book a Librarian 
Book a time for one-on-one assistance on any topic
Call the library to book a 30 minute 
in-person, Zoom or phone session to 
talk to a librarian about any topic: 
navigating your device or laptop; 
downloading eBook and eAudio books; 
streaming free eMusic or eMovies; and 
more. Social distancing and a face mask 
are required for in-person sessions.
Mondays ...................... 2:30–3:30 pm
Fridays .......................10:15–11:15 am

BookFace Friday
 X WPL Facebook literary inspiration posted 
biweekly on Friday evenings

August 6, 20
Join us every other Friday for some BookFace fun!

Beanstack Adult Summer 
Book Club
June 26 to August 28
This summer have some fun reading books that were the 
inspiration for some of your favorite video series. We’ve got five 
fun categories that tie in with some of the video series you’ve 
enjoyed. Check out Beanstack and track your summer reading for 
some great prizes. Read books from your home library or ours, 
print or digital and have some fun!

Great Oxford Road Trip
June 26 to August 28

WPL in partnership with Tourism 
Oxford is pleased to offer our first 
Great Oxford Road Trip! Go to our 
website to register and record your 
adventure to earn badges along the 
way. Enjoy exciting locations around 
Oxford County ranging from museums, 
historic tours, hikes and picnic spots. 

All activities are free and you can participate all summer long for 
great prize opportunities. Great fun for all ages!

Shelf Talks 
 X WPL YouTube video posted biweekly 
on Monday evenings 

August 16
Looking for something new to read? Join us biweekly on Monday 
evenings as we book talk our top new books and old favourites.

Kahoot Trivia Teasers
 X WPL Facebook Kahoot trivia teaser challenge 
posted weekly on Wednesday evenings

August 4, 11, 25
Take our trivia teaser challenge each Wednesday evening and 
hone your skills for our next Kahoot Pub Trivia Night, returning 
this fall.

Throwback Tuesdays
 X WPL Facebook history gems posted 
monthly on Tuesday evenings

August 17
Learn a little about Woodstock Public Library’s history with our 
Throwback Tuesday history gems.

https://www.mywpl.ca
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Lawn Chair Afternoon  
Book Club 
2nd Tuesday of the month, 2:00–3:00 pm 
Weather permitting, bring your lawn chair and gather in the yard 
next to the Library to join in on lively discussion and to share 
what you are reading. If the weather is rainy, join the book club 
on Zoom by checking the Adult Program page of our website for 
your Zoom invite.

August 10
Indians on Vacation  
by Thomas King 

September 14
A Town Called Solace  
by Mary Lawson

Zoom Evening Book Club 
2nd Wednesday of the month, 7:00–8:00 pm 
Check the Adult Program page of our website to register each 
month for your Zoom evening book club invite to enjoy an 
evening of book discussion and conversation.

August 11
Indians on Vacation  
by Thomas King 

September 8
A Town Called Solace  
by Mary Lawson

Kahoot Pub Trivia Night
Trivia fans! We are taking a short summer break  
from Kahoot Pub Trivia in August, and will return  
in the fall with more great trivia fun.

Woodstock Public Library
445 Hunter Street, Woodstock, ON
Phone: 519-539-4801
Web: www.mywpl.ca

Check out the COW Tales  
‘Way Back When’ contest  
on page 11 and enter today!

A: H. Salt Fish & Chips.

Voluntary  
Friendly Neighbour  

Shared Stop Program
• Friendly neighbours are encouraged to share a garbage and 

recycling waste collection spot. 

• Each shared stop reduces operational drive time and corre-
sponding greenhouse gases (GHGs).

Shared Stop Considerations
• First approach a friendly neighbour to see if they would be 

interested in participating in the program. Begin with open 
communication, set clear expectations and responsibilities:

• If a stop is in non-compliance the respective address may 
be issued a ticket by City Bylaw.

• Use City approved containers with each resident’s address 
written on the side of the garbage and recycling containers.

• Maybe start with sharing a stop for only garbage where only 
one container is involved. 

• A shared stop can be a neighbour across the street, however, 
it is recommended only in areas that experience low volume 
of motorists and where crossing the road can be conducted 
safely.

• Avoid sharing when there are seasonal obstructions (e.g. bulk 
item collection, brush collection, snow banks etc.) that may 
reduce accessibility or visibility.

https://www.mywpl.ca
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Thank you frontline and essential workers!

Fireworks in Woodstock in 2021 afterall
A fireworks display as big as any you would expect on 

Canada Day is planned for Friday, September 17 at 
Cowan Fields.

The event is being organized by the City, but has been 
made possible by a substantial donation from Toyota 
(TMMC).

“We’re billing it as a Thank You to our frontline work-
ers,” says the City’s Communications and Special Events 
Manager Brad Janssen.

Vice President of Manufacturing Ricardo DeSouza says 
Toyota stepped up with the donation as soon as they heard 
the event was being planned.

“We’re part of the Woodstock Community and the city, 
and we want to be a part of celebrations that happen in 
the city. It’s really important to us,” he says.

DeSouza thinks the salute to frontline workers is a great 
idea. “It’s an inspired choice, and it’s a great opportunity 
when we’ve had to cancel so many other events; it’s good 
to recognize a group of people who have made such a big 
difference to the community.”

On page 2 of this magazine, you’ll find an ad-
vertisement with web address that lets you nominate a 
deserving front line worker. We’ll choose 10 winners from 
the nominees, set them up with lawn chairs and snacks, 
and give them front row seats to the fireworks.

Fireworks are planned for Friday, September 17 at Cowan Fields. 
With the support of Toyota, the City is planning to honour 
frontline and essential workers at this community celebration.
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Woodstock Museum National Historic Site
466 Dundas St, Woodstock Ontario
519-537-8411, www.woodstockmuseum.ca
Open Tuesday to Friday, 10:00am–4:00pm, Saturday, 12:00–4:00pm.

Upcoming Programs

Prohibition: Escape the FBI
July 30 - September 4 | 4:00pm – 9:00pm

Enjoy a night on the town at the Woodstock 
Museum’s speakeasy, but be careful not to run 
afoul of the authorities. Solve the puzzles to find 
the secret exit and escape the FBI before it’s too late!  
Call 519-537-8411 ext. 2901 for booking information.
Ages: 14+

$20 per person (max. 4 people) / 1hr Time Slots

Woodstock Downtown Heritage Tour
Gather your social circle and head out for a look into 
Woodstock’s past with a FREE self-guided walking 
tour! Learn more about Woodstock’s heritage 
architecture and the people who built our city.  
Use your phone to navigate using Google Maps or 
print off a PDF copy from our website.
  Visit www.woodstockmuseum.ca for more information.

Museum @ Home Virtual Resources
Visit our website at www.woodstockmuseum.ca 
for educational resources, family activities, virtual 
exhibits and more!

facebook.com 
/WMNHS

@wdskmuseum @woodstock_ 
museum_nhs

Woodstock’s Municipal History
New Permanent Exhibit in the Old Town 
Hall’s Historic Council Chambers

http://www.woodstockmuseum.ca
http://www.woodstockmuseum.ca
https://www.facebook.com/WMNHS/
https://www.facebook.com/WMNHS/
https://twitter.com/wdskmuseum
https://www.instagram.com/woodstock_museum_nhs/
https://www.instagram.com/woodstock_museum_nhs/


JOIN THE WOODSTOCK ART GALLERY FOR
A VIRTUAL CELEBRATION!

SEPTEMBER 15, 2021 
AT 6PM

Fall 2021 Exhibitions
Visual Elements 63
Evening with the Jurors
And More!

Register online at
WOODSTOCKARTGALLERY.CA

TASTE OF ART IN A BOX
Support local and enjoy a sampling 
of craft beverages & cuisine at home!

Early Bird Special $50
August 2–9

Regular Price $55
August 10–31

Pickup
September 11& 14

449 Dundas Street
Woodstock ON N4S 1C2
519.539.6761
waginfo@cityofwoodstock.ca

http://woodstockartgallery.ca
mailto:waginfo@cityofwoodstock.ca
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TRANSITTRANSIT
New routes starting August 30, 2021!
Hours of Operation: (30 Minute Service)
Mon. to Fri. ............. 6:00 am–10:00 pm
Saturdays ................ 8:00 am–10:00 pm

(All Bus Stops display a Route Service Schedule)

Info Line: 519-539-1291 ext. 3104
(Mon. to Fri.) 8:30 am–4:30 pm

Transit Fare 
Rates & Special 
Discount Passes
(effective Aug. 2, 2016)

CASH FARES*
Adult/Senior $2.50
Students (age 5–18) $2.50
Children (under 5) FREE

*Note: Exact change is required on the bus.

SPECIAL DISCOUNT / ONE CARD PASSES
Han-D-Ride Value Pass 12 Rides $25
Student/Senior (60+) Pass Monthly $48
Adult Pass (non-transferable) Monthly $60
Group Pass (2–5 riders) All day $7.50

PURCHASE PASSES AT  
THESE LOCATIONS

Monthly 
Pass

Han-D-
Rides

City Hall ✓ ✓

Community Complex ✓ ✓

Engineering / Public Works ✓ ✓

Foodland ✓ ✓

Pioneer Gas Station (Norwich Ave) ✓ ✓

Southside Aquatic Centre ✓ ✓

St. Mary’s H.S. (Student & Han-D-Ride only) ✓ ✓

Walmart Lottery Kiosk ✓ ✓

Woodstock Art Gallery ✓ ✓

Woodstock Museum NHS ✓ ✓

Woodstock Public Library ✓ ✓

Please note: passes are not available on the bus, 
except for Group Pass, which is only available on bus. 

STride Passes are only valid from July 1–Aug 31.

PARA-TRANSIT
Effective August 2, 2016

Para-Transportation Services Available 
for Registered Eligible Individuals

Para-Transit Service provided by Voyago Transit

Cash Fare Regular hours of operation

$2.50  Mon–Fri 6:00 am–10:00 pm
 Sat 8:00 am–10:00 pm

Service must be pre-booked 24 hours in advance.  
Call 519-539-2382 ext. 2510 (TTY: 519-539-7268) 
between the hours of 8:30 am–7:00 pm, Monday 
through Friday and 9:00 am–7:00 pm on Saturday. 
(Voicemail is available outside of regular hours).

All passes accepted on conventional transit are 
now accepted on Para-Transit.

Registration forms are available at City Hall. 
Note: Photo I.D. cards will be required in order to 
use this service.

Questions concerning eligibility criteria?  

Phone 519-539-1291



COMMUNITY EVENTS SPONSORED BY WOODSTOCK TRANSIT

August
1–28 Great Oxford Road Trip, WPL in partnership with 

Tourism Oxford presents an opportunity to track your 
travels around Oxford County for great destinations. 
Visit www.mywpl.ca to register. See pg. 17.

2 Big Brothers Big Sisters Rally for Restaurants, Purchase 
our BBBS coupon booklet for $20. Local restaurants 
have great deals. See oxford.bigbrothersbigsisters.ca

3 Beanstack TD Summer Reading Club for Kids, 
Registration online. Track your summer reading for 
digital badges and prizes, until Sept. 4. See pg. 16.

3–31 Woodstock Museum Prohibition Escape Room, Dates 
available through Sept. 4, Book your one hour time slot. 
Cost $20/person (max. 4 people). Call 519-537-8411 
ext. 2901. Details on pg. 20.

10 Lawn Chair Afternoon Book Club, join us in the yard 
next to the Library from 2:00–3:00pm for discussion 
on Thomas King’s Indians on Vacation. See details on pg. 
18 or visit mywpl.ca.

14 Gardening Fundraiser for #ivegotyourback911, 
652 ¡Normandy Drive, 9:00am–12:00pm. Plants, herbs, 
planters and more. #ivegotyourback911 will have 
merchandise on hand. Donations in cash accepted. 

19 Downtown Woodstock BIA Summer Night Market, 
Museum Square, 1:00–8:00 pm. See ad on pg. 11. 

30 Woodstock Transit begins new Transit Routes, See map 
below and story on pg. 8. Seven new routes plus 
on-street transfer locations are being introduced. Get 
your new map today. Visit www.woodstocktransit.ca

September
11 Bob McFarland Memorial Golf Classic, Woodstock 

Meadows, 745314 Oxford County Rd 17, 9:00am–
5:00pm. $110ea or $420 for foursome. Details at South 
Gate Centre, or visit www.southgatectr.ca.

15 Visual Elements 63: Evening with the Jurors, Woodstock 
Art Gallery Virtual Celebration, 6:00pm. Register online 
at woodstockartgallery.ca and see ad on pg. 21.

17 Frontline & Essential Worker Apprecition Fireworks 
Display, Cowan Fields. (Rain date Sept. 18). See ad on 
pg. 2 and article on pg. 19.

18 VON Sakura House Virtual Hike for Hospice, All day! 
Tribute Ceremony at 10:00am. Register or donate 
online at support.von.ca/hikeforhospice. Contact us at 
oxfordgiving@von.ca or 519-709-8332.

NEW TRANSIT ROUTES 
Effective August 30, 2021

https://www.mywpl.ca
http://oxford.bigbrothersbigsisters.ca
https://www.mywpl.ca
http://www.woodstocktransit.ca
http://www.southgatectr.ca
http://woodstockartgallery.ca
http://support.von.ca/hikeforhospice
mailto:oxfordgiving@von.ca


The Woodstock Recreation & Leisure Guide is now online!

Recreation Recreation • • Aquatics Aquatics • • Art Gallery Art Gallery • • Museum Museum • • LibraryLibrary

Look for upcoming program information at 

www.recreationwoodstock.cawww.recreationwoodstock.ca

http://www.recreationwoodstock.ca
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