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Article 1 - Short Title 
666.1.1 Citation 
This Chapter may be cited and known as the “Parks By-law.” 
 

Article 2 Interpretation 
666.2.1 Council - defined 
“Council”  means  the  Council  of  The  Corporation  of  the  City  of 
Woodstock. 

 
666.2.2 City - defined 
“City” means The Corporation of the City of Woodstock. 

 
666.2.3 Director of Parks and Recreation - defined 
“Director of Parks and Recreation” means the Director of Parks and 
Recreation of the City or designate. By-law 8685-11, May 19, 2011; By-
law 8760-12, May 17, 2012. 
 
666.2.4 Interpretation - plural - gender 
For the purposes of this Chapter, words in the singular number include the 
plural and words in the plural include the singular number, and words 
imparting the masculine gender shall include the feminine and the 
converse. 
 
666.2.5 Motorized recreational vehicle - defined 
“motorized recreational vehicle” means a motorized snow vehicle, motorized 
all-terrain vehicle, golf cart, electric bicycle, a farm tractor, road building 
machine and any other vehicle propelled or driven otherwise than by 
muscular power, but does not include a personal mobility device used by a 
person to assist with their disability, roller skates, skis, skateboard, 
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longboard, bicycle, or any other vehicle that is operated only by muscular 
power. 
 
666.2.6 Motorized vehicle - defined 
“motorized vehicle” means a motor vehicle, or a motor cycle, but does not 
include a personal mobility device used by a person to assist with their 
disability, roller skates, skis, skateboard, longboard, bicycle, or any other 
vehicle that is operated only by muscular power. 
 
666.2.7 Officer - defined 
“Officer” means any Municipal Law Enforcement Officer appointed by 
Council or any Police Officer with the Woodstock Police Service. 
 
666.2.8 Park - defined 
“park” means any land or premises within the City of Woodstock used for 
park or recreational purposes including, but not limited to green spaces, 
trails, water features, riparian buffers, wooded areas and land covered by 
water and all portions thereof owned by or made available by lease, 
agreement, or otherwise to the City, that is or hereafter may be established, 
dedicated, set apart or made available for use as a public open space, 
including any buildings, structures, facilities, erections and improvements 
located in or on such lands. 
 
666.2.9 Skate-bike park - defined 
“skate-bike park” means the City owned structure located within Southside 
Park designed primarily for the use of skateboards and bicycles. 
 

Article 3 - General Conduct 
666.3.1 Parks - benefit - public - subject to regulation 
The parks of the City are for the benefit and pleasure of the public, and 
every person shall, as to the use of the said parks, be subject to the by-
laws, rules, and regulation of Council. 
 
666.3.2 Parks - nuisance 
No person shall create a nuisance, or maliciously interfere with the use and 
enjoyment of a park by other persons. 
 
666.3.3 Areas - prohibited - restricted 
No person shall enter into an area in a park where it is signed to prohibit, 
or restrict admission to the public, except in accordance with the sign, or 
with written permission of the Director of Parks and Recreation. 
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666.3.4 Alcohol - out of designated areas 
No person shall have in his possession an alcoholic beverage in a park 
except in areas duly designated by Council and in accordance with the 
Alcohol and Gaming Commission of Ontario Regulations. 
 
666.3.5 Firearms - fireworks - discharge - parks - regulation  
The discharge of firearms, and fireworks in a park, shall be regulated in 
accordance with the City of Woodstock Municipal Code Chapter 802 - 
Fireworks, as amended, the City of Woodstock Municipal Code Chapter 799 
- Firearms - Discharge, as amended and any other federal, provincial, or 
municipal statute, by-law, or regulation. 
 
666.3.6 Firearms - other dangerous weapons - carrying - use  
No person shall carry or use any firearms, sling shot, catapult, air gun, bow 
and arrow or other dangerous weapon in a park. A person may carry a 
firearm in a park, for the purpose of discharging a firearm if in compliance 
with City by-laws, and any other federal, provincial, or municipal statute, 
by-law, or regulation, such as for specified reasons such as the control of 
nuisance birds, or animals. By-law 8685-11, May 19, 2011. 
 
666.3.7 Fires - designated areas only 
No person shall build, set or start a fire in a park or a City boulevard, except 
with written permission from the Director of Parks and Recreation. By-law 
8685-11, May 19, 2011; By-law 8760-12, May 17, 2012.(See Set Fine) 
 
666.3.8 Regulation - golf balls - use - in golf 
No person shall play or practice golf using regulation golf balls in a park, 
but this Section shall not restrict the use of plastic practice golf balls. 
 
666.3.9 Public meetings - marches - unauthorized 
No person shall hold a public meeting or engage in marching or driving as 
members of a military, political, or other organization in a park, unless 
authorized by permit or written permission from Council. By-law 8685-11, 
May 19, 2011. 
 
666.3.10 Camping - prohibited 
No person shall dwell, camp, or reside in a park, either permanently or 
temporarily, unless authorized by permit or written permission from the 
Director of Parks and Recreation. (See Set Fine) 
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666.3.11 Loudspeaker - prohibited 
No person shall operate any amplifying system, or loudspeaker in, or near 
a park, without written permission from the Director of Parks and 
Recreation. By-law 8685-11, May 19, 2011; By-law 8760-12, May 17, 
2012. 
 
666.3.12 Noise - interference - prohibited 
No person shall operate a radio, or any other sound reproducing system in a 
manner which disturbs, or interferes with other persons, in or near a park. 
 
666.3.13 Smoking - parks - regulations 
Smoking in parks, shall be regulated in accordance with the City of 
Woodstock Municipal Code Chapter 835 - Smoke Free Work Places, and 
Public Places, as amended, and any other federal, provincial, or municipal 
statute, by-law, or regulation. 
 
666.3.14 Footpath - footbridge - pedestrians only - exception  
No person shall utilize a footpath or footbridge in a park for any use other 
than by pedestrians, and persons using the following: personal mobility 
devices used by the person to assist with their disability, roller skates, skis, 
skateboards, longboards, bicycles, or any other vehicles that are operated 
only by muscular power. By-law 8685-11, May 19, 2011. 
 
666.3.15 Unauthorized signs - graffiti - prohibited 
No person shall place any unauthorized signs or graffiti on any portion of 
the skate-bike park or any other City equipment, bridge or other 
structure in any City park without approval of the Director of Parks and 
Recreation. (See Set Fine) 
 
666.3.16 Remote control - radio control - racing - flying 
No person shall operate any air or ground racing or flying device controlled 
by radio or other method unless authorized by Council or the Director of 
Parks and Recreation. By-law 8685-11, May 19, 2011; By-law 8760-12, 
May 17, 2012. (See Set Fine) 
 
666.3.17 Skate-bike park - hours of operation - open 
The hours of operation for the skate-bike park shall be from 8:00 a.m. of 
one day to dusk of the same day. No person shall use the skate-bike park 
during the hours the skate-bike park is closed unless authorized by the 
Director of Parks and Recreation. By-law 8685-11, May 19, 2011; By-law 
8760-12, May 17, 2012; By-law 8852-13, May 02, 2013. 
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Article 4 - Animals 
666.4.1 Animals - running at large - impounded 
Employees of the City may collect and remove to an animal shelter, any 
animal found unleashed, running at large, or loose within a park. An 
appropriate animal control person, or organization may also be called to 
collect and remove an animal to an animal shelter from a park, when 
deemed necessary by employees of the City. 
 
666.4.2 Dogs - other animals - not on leash - regulation 
No person shall cause or permit a dog or cat under his control, custody or 
ownership to be in a park without being leashed in accordance with the City 
of Woodstock Municipal Code Chapter 212 - Dog - Cat - Registration - 
Regulation, as amended and any other federal, provincial, or municipal 
statute, by-law, or regulation. By-law 8685-11, May 19, 2011. 
 
666.4.3 Horses - prohibited - exception 
No person shall cause or permit a horse under their control, custody or 
ownership to be in a park except with written permission from the Director of 
Parks and Recreation. By-law 8685-11, May 19, 2011; By-law 8760-12, May 
17, 2012. 
 
666.4.4 Animal - disturb wildlife - prohibited 
No person shall cause or permit any animal under his control, custody or 
ownership to disturb wildlife, or damage any park facility, property, or plant 
material in a park. 
 
666.4.5 Animal - waste - removed 
A person, with an animal under his control, custody or ownership shall 
collect in a bag, and remove forthwith excrement left by said animal in a 
park, and dispose of it in a sanitary manner in a receptacle for litter, or in 
some other suitable container. 
 
666.4.6 Animal - aggressive - prohibited 
A person with an animal under his control, custody or ownership shall 
immediately control, or remove an animal that shows aggressiveness 
towards any person, or other animal in a park. By-law 8685-11, May 19, 
2011. 

Article 5 - Vehicles 
666.5.1 Recreational vehicles - prohibited - exemption 
No person shall drive a motorized recreational vehicle in a park, except by 
exemption for special occasions as determined by the Director of Parks  
and  Recreation.  By-law  8685-11,  May 19,  2011;  By-law 
8760-12, May 17, 2012. 
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666.5.2 Driving - on grass - footbridges - trails - prohibited  
No person shall drive a motorized vehicle, or motorized recreational 
vehicle on a footbridge, footpath, trail, or grass area in a park except 
those areas set aside for parking in a park, or those areas intended for a 
motorized vehicle or motorized recreational vehicle to get to and from a 
parking area in a park. (See Set Fine) 
 
666.5.3 Parking - designated areas only 
No person shall park a motorized vehicle or a motorized recreational 
vehicle in a park in areas other than those designated for that purpose. 
 
666.5.4 Stop - parking - 11 pm - 7 am - prohibited - exception  
No person shall stop or park a motorized vehicle or a motorized 
recreational vehicle in a park between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 7:00 
a.m. daily, except for special organized functions approved by Council.  
 
666.5.5 Speed limit - driving in excess of 
No person shall ride or drive any vehicle, motorized or not, in excess of 15 
kilometres per hour in a park. By-law 8685-11, May 19, 2011. 
 
666.5.6 Vehicles - regulations - exemptions 
Article 5 does not apply to: 

a) vehicles owned by the City; 
b) any vehicle operated by employees of the City while engaged in 

the duties of their employment; 
c) operators of ambulances, police, or fire department vehicles 

which are operated while engaged in the duties of the operator’s 
employment; and 

d) any vehicle given an exemption by the Director of Parks and 
Recreation, such as a vehicle used by a third party to undertake 
duties on behalf of the City. By-law 8685-11, May 19, 2011; By-
law 8760-12, May 17, 2012. 

 

Article 6 - Encroachment 
666.6.1 Pollution - prohibited 
No person shall leave, deposit, store, or dump any waste or plant 
materials of any kind in a park. 
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666.6.2 Waste - useless discharge - prohibited 
No person shall willfully or maliciously let off or discharge any water 
so that the same runs waste or useless discharge into a park from or 
out of any eaves-trough, swimming pool, hot tub, reservoir, pond, 
stream, lake or any other receptacle for water connected with any 
such work. 
 
666.6.3 Piping - connection to works - prohibited 
No person shall lay, or cause to be laid, any pipe or main, to connect with 
any pipe or main belonging to the waterworks connected with a park, or in 
any way obtain or use any water thereof without permission from Council. 

 
666.6.4 Animals - birds - eggs - maliciously injure – prohibited 
No person shall maliciously injure, maliciously hurt or otherwise molest any 
animal, bird, bird’s nest, eggs or fish in a park or in any lakes, ponds or 
streams therewith connected. (See Set Fine) 
 
666.6.5 Trees - plants - grass - flowers - other - injury to 
No person shall in any manner injure any tree, plant, grass, flower, fruit, 
turf or structure in a park. By-law 8685-11, May 19, 2011. 
 
666.6.6 Planting - prohibited - exception 
No person shall plant, install, or maintain any plant, plant material, 
shrub, tree, or garden in a park without written permission from the Director 
of Parks and Recreation. By-law 8685-11, May 19, 2011; By-law 8760-12, 
May 17, 2012. 
 
666.6.7 Worms - picking - harvesting 
No person shall pick, collect or harvest worms in a park. By-law 8685-
11, May 19, 2011. 
 
666.6.8 Trapping - prohibited - exception 
No person shall collect or trap minnows, small fish, or animals in a park 
without the written permission of the Director of Parks and Recreation. 
 
666.6.9 Construction - prohibited - exception 
No person shall store, maintain, repair, or construct a vehicle of any 
description, trailer, building, structure, fence, or playground equipment in 
a park without the written permission of the Director of Parks and 
Recreation. 
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666.6.10 Destruction - prohibited - exception 
No person shall remove, destroy, or construct any new pavement, sidewalk, 
crosswalk, trail, grass plot, roadway, or any part thereof in a park, without 
the written permission of the Director of Parks and Recreation. By-law 
8685-11, May 19, 2011; By-law 8760-12, May 17, 2012. 
 
666.6.11 Trees - parks - regulations 
Trees and plants in parks, shall be regulated in accordance with the City of 
Woodstock Municipal Code Chapter 762 - Trees - Protection, as amended, 
and any other federal, provincial, or municipal statute, by-law, or 
regulation. 

Article 7- Commercial Enterprises 
666.7.1 Concession rights - property of City 
All concession rights for parks are solely owned by the City. By-law 8685-
11, May 19, 2011. 
 
666.7.2 Refreshments - sale - permission - permit - Council  
No person shall sell any type of refreshments, in a park, unless authorized 
by permit or by written contract with the Director of Parks and Recreation. 
By-law 8685-11, May 19, 2011; By-law 8760-12, May 17, 2012. 
 
666.7.3 Facilities - use - occupation - regulated - by Council  
Council may, from time to time, make rules and regulations as to the use, 
occupation and enjoyment of the “comfort-station,” pavilion, bandshell 
and any other building erected or to be erected in a park. By-law 8685-
11, May 19, 2011. 
 
666.7.4 Applications - for use - procedure 
All applications for the use of facilities owned and operated by the 
Council and located in a park, including the pavilion, the bandshell, sports 
fields, ball diamonds under the Council’s jurisdiction, all picnic areas, and 
all other facilities will be made through the office of the Director of Parks 
and Recreation and subject to any required fee being paid. By-law 8685-
11, 19 May, 2011; By-law 8760-12, May 17, 2012. 
 
666.7.5 Signs - advertisements - posting - without permission  
No person shall post or display any sign, banner or advertisement in a park 
without written permission from Council. 
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Article 8 - Exemptions 
666.8.1 Council - exemption 
Anyone, or more of the provisions of this Chapter may be waived by a vote 
of a majority of Council. 
 

Article 9 - Enforcement 
666.9.1 Fine - for contravention 
Every person who contravenes any of the provisions of this Chapter is 
guilty of an offence and upon conviction is liable to a fine or penalty as 
provided in the Provincial Offences Act, as amended. 
 

Article 10 - Validity 
666.10.1 Severability 
It is declared that if any Section, Subsection or part or parts thereof this 
Chapter be declared by any court of law to be invalid, illegal or ultra 
vires, such Section or part or parts shall be deemed to be severable and all 
parts hereof are declared to be separate and independent and enacted as 
such. By-law 8685-11, May 19, 2011. 

 

Article 11 - Repeal - Enactment 
 
666.11.1 By-laws - conflict 
Where any by-law, passed prior to this Chapter, conflicts with this 
Chapter, the terms of this Chapter shall prevail. 
 
666.11.2 By-laws - previous 
By-law 5325-77, and By-law 3938 are hereby repealed. 
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