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Helpful words to know

candidate = a person who applies to run in an election for a specific government position

campaign = set time or action, in advance of an election, where candidates running for 

office put up posters, meet citizens, advertise or participate in public debates

democracy = a system of government where citizens have the authority to choose their 

representatives

election = organized time for citizens to vote for representatives into government or 

position

municipal = the most local government of town, region, township or city

polling station = a place where ballots are cast to vote



There are three 
levels of 

government in 
Canada.

Can you name any of 
the levels?

FEDERAL

PROVINCIAL

MUNICIPAL

Governments



Each level of government takes care of 
specific areas.

Do you know which level is focused on 
health care and education?

You likely know the Prime Minister of 
Canada’s name. They represent our 

FEDERAL government.

The provincial/territorial leader is called 
the P__EM__ER.

Our municipal leader is the __ AY__R  

FEDERAL 

PROVINCIAL

MUNICIPAL 

click

https://www.canada.ca/en/government/system.html
https://www.ontario.ca/page/government
https://www.cityofwoodstock.ca/en/index.aspx


Candidates 
People who run for government must complete a few 
steps to become certified candidates. In Woodstock 
candidates must:
• Fill out a nomination form verified by the City Clerk
• Collect 25 signatures of support by eligible voters
• Pay a fee of $200 for mayor or $100 for council which 

is returned if financial paperwork submitted at the end
• A record of money spent on campaign and donations

click

https://www.cityofwoodstock.ca/en/city-governance/election.aspx


Campaign 
Candidates who are 
running for council do a 
variety of things to let 
voters know who they 
are and what they stand 
for.

How would you let 
everyone know you were 
running for mayor or 
council?

Dave MacKenzie speaks to supporters at Ironworks Kitchen in 
Woodstock, Ont. on Monday October 21, 2019. MacKenzie was 
re-elected as the Oxford MP and will serve his sixth term as a 
Member of Parliament. Greg Colgan/Woodstock Sentinel-
Review/Postmedia Network JPG, WD

https://www.woodstocksentinelreview.com/news/local-
news/oxford-veteran-mp-dave-mackenzie-notches-another-win

Matthew Chambers, Oxford 's NDP candidate in 
the federal election, welcomed the community to 
an official open house Saturday at the campaign 
office in Woodstock. (Chris Abbott/Tillsonburg
News/Postmedia Network) JPG, WD

Click on this photo to see a campaign video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LXyCR5j0Br4


Voting

Casting a vote with a 
ballot at a polling station 

on election day!
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Who can Vote?

• a Canadian citizen; and
• at least 18 years old; and
• a resident in the City of Woodstock; (or a 

non-resident of Woodstock, but you or your 
spouse own or rent property in the City) and

• not prohibited from voting under any law

You may only vote once.

You can vote in the City of Woodstock municipal 
election if you are:
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Elections
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are held in a number 
of ways. Advance polls 
where voters can go in 
person before election 
day to cast a ballot are 
common. Voting can
often be done by mail, sometimes 
electronically and even by proxy 
(someone votes on your behalf after 
you fill out a form).



The Council 
Chambers in 

City Hall is the 
room where 

council meetings 
are held.

There are seats for our 
six councilors and the 
mayor, as well as staff 
who regularly attend 

meetings and the 
public.

Councilor

Councilor

Councilor

Mayor
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZ13kYbY4HVx_0FVBPJ2k8g
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Get informed about your 

City today!

Click

https://www.cityofwoodstock.ca/en/city-governance/council-and-council-meetings.aspx
https://youth.votecompass.com/canada/
https://www.cityofwoodstock.ca/en/live-and-play/woodstock-museum.aspx
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