
A little history… 

Woodstock began as a seasonal 

hunting and fishing grounds 

along the Thames River. The 

indigenous people of the area 

forged a walking trail which has 

since become Old Stage Road. 

Governor General John Graves 

Simcoe had the area surveyed 

in the 1790s and the first 

settler built a house in 1800. In 

the following decades settlers 

from the USA, British Half Pay 

Officers, and more immigrants 

arrived and built homes, 

churches, and businesses. The 

railway brought even more 

people to the area in the 1860s. 

Woodstock has always been 

steadily growing in size and 

diversity. We welcome you 

to enjoy our beautiful city.

Woodstock Downtown Heritage Tour  

As the centre of political and social life in Oxford County, the City of Woodstock features 

stately homes, historic churches, beautiful tree-lined streets and a vibrant community. 

Enjoy historic Woodstock as you explore, play, shop and take a break from work.

Parking https://www.cityofwoodstock.ca/en/residential-services/municipal-parking-lots.aspx#

Oxford County Administration Building (21 Reeve St.) 9am—4pm weekdays has drinking fountains 

and washrooms. The lobby often contains small exhibits created by the Oxford County Archives and 

note the large painting in the hall which depicts local scenes.

Please respect private property. This is an exterior tour. For questions www.woodstockmuseum.ca 

https://www.cityofwoodstock.ca/en/residential-services/municipal-parking-lots.aspx#
http://www.woodstockmuseum.ca


1 33 Light St. House 1880s

The exact construction date of this Queen Anne-style 

house is unknown. The first people to buy the land from 
the Crown were Hugh Barwick & David John Hughes in 
1846, but the house was built by a later owner as Queen 

Anne homes weren't built in North America until after 
1876. Notice the square tower has a steep hip roof and 

the circular tower has a cone roof. The double door is 
topped with a segmental transom. This is now a commer-

cial property.

2 410 Hunter St. Oldest School 1880

Central Public School was built as an 8 room school for 

250 students. The 1920s saw the addition of the north 
bell tower and eight more classrooms. A gym was built in 
1949 and more renovations were completed in 2001. 

There are two identical entrances, decorative brickwork 
between the first and second floors, a steeply pitched 

roof and gables. Until 1907 it served as a model school 
for the training of teachers and principals. Grounds are 

for students only. The best view is from across the street.

3 415 Hunter St. Court House 1891

Still an active courthouse today, the building was opened 

in 1891 to replace an older 1839 courthouse on the 
same site. A massive Sandstone Richardsonian Rom-
anesque-style building with a complex roofline, the first 

architect was dismissed after the walls were found to be 
faulty. Cuthberston of Woodstock and Fowler of Toronto 

finished the job. Carved monkeys at the peak and in the 

decorative column capitals are a symbol of justice.

4 North on Light to Drew Victoria Park 1845

The oldest park in the city functions now as sports fields, 

picnic site, walking route and special event location. 
Land granted to the county by Governor General Lord 
Metcalfe was first called “Central Park” until the Queen’s 

Diamond Jubilee (1897) when the city purchased it and 
gave it the name it holds today. Woodstock’s equestrians 

used to exercise their horses between the rows of trees. 

Cannons are found on the northwest corner.

5 Graham & Buller Cenotaph 1925

Erected after WWI to honour the town’s fallen, the Wood-

stock cenotaph is the place where Remembrance Day 
services are held each year. The additions of names for 
WWII, the Korean War and Afganistan have updated the 

look of the monument from its original design created by 

Coeur de Lion MacCarthy, artist-sculptor of Montreal.

   



6 410 Buller St. County Jail 1854

The jail was built in 1854 by Hamilton architects Clark 

and Murray in the Italianate style with an octagonal tow-
er. The walls originally stretched to the end of the block. 
The death mask of Thomas Cook, who was hanged for 

the murder of his wife and whose image was used to de-
ter crime, can be found on the entrance archway. 

Before Canada abolished the death penalty, five people 
were put to death for their convictions here. The Save 
the Jail Committee lobbied for many years to restore the 

structure. They were successful and the Board of Health 
occupies this historic building today.

7 94 Graham St. Armouries 1904

The home of the Oxford Rifles regiment was built after 

the Boer War by Nagle and Mills of Ingersoll. Crenellated 
towers give an appearance of heavy fortification. The lot 
was used for soldiers’ drills. Serving in WWI and WWII, it 

was declared surplus by the National Defence in 1971 
and later transformed into office space for the Oxford 

County Board of Education. It still acts as office space 
today. Learn more about the Oxford Rifles at the Wood-

stock Museum at 466 Dundas St.

8 445 Hunter St. Public Library 1909

One of the most attractive public libraries built on a Car-

negie grant by Chadwick & Beckett of Toronto. The 
building is a classical revival style, with bichromatic 
brickwork, well-balanced windows and a beautifully dra-

matic rotunda visible within the main entrance. The li-
brary traces its history back to a reading society formed 

in 1835 and still possesses the only complete set of mi-
nute books in the province. Library patrons are very ac-
tive. In the last survey, over 13,000 people used the li-

brary services in an average month!

9 22 Hunter St. Manse 1913

As the manse to the neighbouring Knox Presbyterian 

Church this building had not only served as family home 
to the successive ministers who occupied the pulpit but 
it also housed the Woodstock Art Gallery from 1983 - 

2011 before its move to Dundas Street. The manse was 
built in 1913 and is a fine example of the Neo-Georgian 

architectural style with Neo-Classical front door. Most 
recently it is used for office space and maintains its 

historical exterior.

   



10 59 Riddell St. Knox Church 1897

Presbyterianism in Woodstock dates back to 1834. In 

that year a small congregation held services in private 
homes and a schoolhouse. A church site was granted on 
Graham Street in 1837 and work began in 1841 with 

White and Lewis as the contractors after much fundrais-
ing. Knox Church was first built on Perry Street in 1849 

and after many renovations to that site to accommodate 
a growing congregation, the present church you see to-
day on Hunter and Riddell Streets was built in 1897. 

When the 1925 union of Congregational, Methodist, and 
Presbyterian churches formed the United Church of 

Canada, most of Woodstock's Presbyterians decided to 

maintain their identity rather than join the union.

11 35 Riddell St. Oldest High School 1881

Opened with four classrooms, the first purpose built sec-

ondary school in Woodstock was constructed by Richard 
White for 150 students. It replaced a grammar school 
and kept on the principal George Strauchon who had 

previously taught in Kingston. The name Woodstock Col-
legiate Institute came in 1887. Renovations over 50 

years replaced all the old with new so that by 1957 none 
of the original building remained. Today WCI is known 
as an arts specialty school, as its auditorium stage is 

wonderful for music and theater performances.

12 449 Dundas St. Art Gallery 1866

Since 2011 the Woodstock Art Gallery has showcased 

both local and international artwork in this building but 
long ago it was a large department store selling clothing, 
linens, hats, and housewares. The John White Company 

began up the street in 1860 and six years later it moved 
to part of this location. By 1901 it occupied 25,000 

square feet adding adjacent buildings, employed 125 
people, and had international offices in Glasgow, Lon-
don, and Paris. It was one of the first businesses in town 

with electric lights, an electric elevator and a modern 
heating system. In 1961 after three generations, the 

business was sold to Walker Stores.  
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