
A little history…

Woodstock began as a seasonal hunting and fishing grounds along the Thames River, the 

indigenous forged a walking trail which has since become Old Stage Road. Governor Gen-

eral John Graves Simcoe had the area surveyed in 1799 and the first settler built a house 

in 1800. In the following decades settlers from the USA, British Half Pay Officers, and 

more immigrants arrived and built homes, churches, and businesses. The railway 

brought even more people to the area in the 1860’s. Woodstock has always been steadily 

growing in size and diversity. We welcome you to enjoy our beautiful city.

Parking https://www.cityofwoodstock.ca/en/residential-services/municipal-parking-lots.aspx#

Oxford County Administration Building (21 Reeve St.) open 9am—4pm weekdays has drinking 

fountains and washrooms. The lobby often contains small exhibits created by the Oxford County 

Archives and note the large painting in the hall which depicts local scenes.

Please respect private property. This is an exterior tour. For questions www.woodstockmuseum.ca

Woodstock Downtown Heritage Tour

As the centre of political and social life in Oxford County, the City of Woodstock features 

stately homes, historic churches, beautiful tree-lined streets and a vibrant community. 

Enjoy historic Woodstock as you explore, play, shop and take a break from work.

https://www.cityofwoodstock.ca/en/residential-services/municipal-parking-lots.aspx#
http://www.woodstockmuseum.ca


A 500 Dundas St. City Hall 1901

Built as a post office, customs house and residence for 

the post master on the upper level, this is Woodstock’s 
City Hall since 1968. Borgue Des Rivieres of Ottawa were 
the architects and William Hall Burns, an Ottawa artist 

and sculptor of the Library of Parliament, was commis-
sioned to do the exterior stone carving. Note the four sid-

ed clock tower and unique font carved into exterior. Can 

you read what it says?

B Museum Square Pattullo Fountain 1916

The “Maid of the Mist” design was ordered from J.L. Mott 

and Co. of NY and shipped by train. It honours Andrew 
Pattullo(1850-1903) who was once part owner of the 
Sentinel-Review newspaper with his brother, MPP for 

Oxford and first president of Ontario Good Roads Associ-
ation. People still talk about the day in the early 1960s a 

Dairy Day event had milk running through the fountain. 

It is a beautiful and historical focal point of downtown.

C 12 Perry St. Old Fire Hall 1899

The Perry Street fire hall was built to replace the old fire 

hall that Woodstock had outgrown. It housed two horse-
drawn carts and the current front windows, of this con-
verted office, used to be the fire hall doors. The tower bell 

which rang for fires, lost children and curfew is now be-
side City Hall. People enjoyed watching the horses rush 

out of their stalls and back into place to be harnessed to 

the fire cart each Saturday at the sound of the 9pm bell.

D 81 Broadway St. School 1888

Broadway Public school opened with 4 classrooms and 4 

more were added in the mid 1930s. Adjacent land was 

purchased for a larger playground which happened again 

in 1950. Closed to students in 2006, it has since been 

converted into modern condos. This and Chapel Street 

School have been repurposed into residential units.

E 41 Brock St. Historic Home 1830s

A number of historic buildings and homes in Woodstock 

are significant but this is one of our favourites. Not only 

is it an adorable Ontario Cottage style house, but the 

land it stands on was first owned by William Teeple in 

1826 and a couple years later by Levi Hoyt Perry. It is 

one of the few houses in the City without a drive way! A 

cycler’s dream.



F 466 Dundas St. Woodstock Museum 1853

This Town Hall was our first municipal building opened 

as a meeting place of Council, original farmers’ market 
and public assembly hall. The design by Antoine Grobl is 
modeled after the architecture of Woodstock UK’s town 

hall. Over the years, it has served also as a fire hall, 
police station, and many decades now a museum. 

Admission by donation woodstockmuseum.ca

G 22 Reeve St. Market Centre 1895

Originally a Market House built when the space at the 

Old Town Hall (Museum) was needed for a dedicated 

council chambers, this was the local farmers’ market for 

just shy of 100 years. It was also the Woodstock police 

station until they moved in the 1980s to their current 

location on Dundas St. The Farmers’ Market is still go-

ing strong just at the Fair Grounds on Nellis St. Satur-

day mornings. Today this is a live theatre venue.
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