
The Thomas Organ and Piano Company 
 

In 1832 John Morgan Thomas, an Irish immigrant, opened a business that 

manufactured musical instruments in the City of Montreal and later joined in a 

partnership with Alexander Smith in Toronto. John had five sons who all joined him in 

his business. In 1840 they obtained a patent for a metallic piano frame and block and pin 

assembly, which eliminated case strain caused by the Canadian climate. The harsh 

climate necessitated constant re-tuning.  

In 1876 one of his organs won the bronze medal and commissioner’s diploma at a 

large trade show at the Centennial Exhibition in Philadelphia. Many international buyers 

were present at the show and took note of the fine quality of the Thomas product. About 

this time, one of his sons Edward G. Thomas founded the “E.G. Thomas Company, 

Organ Manufactures” and opened a factory in Woodstock.  

The first factory was situated on the south side of Dundas between Perry and 

Finkle Streets. Soon this location became too small and he was forced to move to a 

building on the north side of Dundas between Wellington and Victoria Streets. With this 

success, the business continued to grow steadily. By 1885 a large new brick factory was 

built on the corner of Brant Street and Oxford Street. This was at the junction of the 

Grand Trunk and Canadian Pacific Railway lines, which greatly improved the exporting 

of products.  

Shortly before E.G. Thomas died in 1891, J.G. Short bought into the business. 

Then after Thomas’s death, James Dunlop purchased his share of the company. Shortly 

after, the name “Thomas Organ & Piano Co.” was officially coined, and they began to 

specialize in portable organs. Later, James Dunlop’s sons, William and John, joined him 

in the business shortly after he had acquired sole control of the company. William later 

became president of the company, and John a salesman. 

The company now had a worldwide reputation for perfection, and had attained 

strong connections in Germany and Great Britain. In 1928 J. Dunlop’s sons took over the 

company, and later that year, stopped the production of organs because of the large 

decrease of interest in organs and pianos. They diversified into furniture such as dining 

room suites, radio cabinets, bedroom suites and TV cabinets. In 1946 William Dunlop 

died, and when John retired, Frank McLean took over the company. The company 

operated up until the 1970s, when it was sold to Oxford Hosiery. 


