
Registry Office 

 

 The first registry office for Oxford County was located in the Town of Ingersoll, 

in the home of James A. Ingersoll.  However, complaints were received, stating that 

Ingersoll was inconvenient, as it is located in the western extremity of Oxford County.  

So, in 1845, a Committee of Council looked into the matter.  This committee responded 

positively to the issue, and in 1846, the Court House Square was surveyed for an 

appropriate location.   It was decided that this office be located on the corner of Light and 

Hunter Streets, and it was built out of wood.  The contractors for this building were 

White and Dixon of Woodstock.  There was an apartment inside the office building as 

well, so James Ingersoll moved to Woodstock.   

 In 1874, the Warden for Oxford County stated that the Registry Office Inspector 

required Oxford to erect a new office, and included plans and specifications.  The money 

was raised, and by 1875, construction was under way.  Griffiths and West of Woodstock 

were the contractors, and Mr. James A. White, the county clerk, superintended the 

construction.  The site was chosen to be at the opposite corner to where the old building 

stood.  It is unknown when the previous Registrar’s Office was torn down. 

 This new Registrar’s Office was built in the Italianate style, highlighted by semi-

circular masonry over the windows, carried out in the arch over the door.  The design for 

the building conforms to the design plans for that era in Ontario.   

 Construction was slow, as the building was longer and wider than what was 

planned.  The iron rods set in place were not strong enough to carry the extra weight, and 

as a result, an inside arch collapsed.  This was fixed, and extra support was 

recommended, but it was not installed, because the brickwork was still too wet at the 

time.  The walls were built to be three feet deep, and between the ceiling and roof there is 

said to be filled with sand.  The building was designed like this, as many other registry 

offices were built at the time, to be more fireproof, even bomb proof.  This was the 

building where all the county records were kept.  It also served as the first office of the 

Children’s Aid Society, however the meetings were held at the YMCA   

 The building was originally heated by three wood-burning stoves, called “Landon 

Heaters”, one stove in each compartment.  This building is heated from the Court House.  

There was only one door, this being at the front of the building, and the windows were 

barred.  There was an apartment housed in this office as well, where the registrar resided.   

 More office space was added at the rear of the building in 1953.  The white brick 

used for this addition were manufactured in 1854, and were part of the west wall of the 

Jail building.  This wall was torn down to make the area available for the Children’s Aid 

Society building, located on Light Street.   

 This building served as the County Registrar’s Office for seventy-six years, from 

1876 until 1953.  The present Registrar’s Office was built in 1950, at 75 Graham Street.  

This was the previous location of the Woodstock Lawn Bowling Club, now located 

beside Southside Park.   

 The second Registry Office now serves as the Oxford Social Services Department, 

a service which it handles wonderfully.   


