
Old Post Office, New City Hall 

 

 This building was originally built as the Post Office on the first floor, Customs 

Offices on the second, and the Caretaker’s apartments on the third.  It was built in 1901, 

when Alex Riggs McCleneghan was the Post Master.  He was the sixth Post Master for 

Woodstock, and held his office for thirty years.  The first Post Master was Thomas S. 

Short, who held office in 1835.   

 There were no stamps in Canada until 1851, so letters arriving before this date 

were advertised in the local newspaper.  This tradition was carried long after postage 

stamps arrived, but not necessarily as a convenience for customers; many times the 

postage was to be paid on arrival, so the post office needed people to pick up their letters 

to collect the postage money. 

 Mail service was a privilege for those who lived in the city at this time.  George 

Willcox, who grew up in rural Oxford County, believed that people living in rural areas 

deserved the same privilege.  He first at learned of the possibility when he was visiting 

his son near Bently, Michigan, where he saw a notice calling for tenders to deliver rural 

mail. Wilcox began writing to local newspapers, to polititians and the post offices, selling 

his idea of rural mail delivery.  He was the first to get this passed into the Federal 

Government in 1908, after three years of fighting his point.  He lived to see the first air 

mail delivery, and even helped in developing many of the aspects of rural mail today.  

George Willcox did more in his lifetime for the people of Rural Canada than any other 

Canadian.   

 The Woodstock Post Office was in service in this building until 1963, when a new 

building was built on 480 Peel St.  This is still the current building for the Post Office.  

There was a great deal of debate over what was going to happen to the old Post Office 

building in 1963.  An article in the Sentinel Review in January of 1965 worried that the 

grand clock tower would wind down and the building would be demolished.  The 

Department of Public Works in Ottawa was to decide what was going to happen to the 

old building.   

 At this time, the City of Woodstock was searching for a new building to house the 

administrative offices of the City of Woodstock.  The first plan was to demolish the Old 

Town Hall and build a modern building on the same site.  This was voted down in a 

public plebiscite in 1965.  After this, the City negotiated with the Federal Government for 

the former Post Office building in exchange for maintaining the Old Town Hall (now the 

Woodstock Museum).   

 By 1968, the building was in use again, this time as the Municipal offices for 

Woodstock.  It continues to be used for this purpose, and the magnificent clock tower 

with four faces and eight hands, still stands, and keeps perfect time. 

 This building is a good example of Victorian architecture.  The design was based 

on government standards established by architect Thomas Fuller.  Bourgue DesRivieres 

of Ottawa was the architect and William Hall Burns, a prominent Ottawa sculptor of the 

Library of Parliament, was commissioned to do the exterior stone carvings.  It is built of 

warm sandstone with decorative trim in the gables and a bold corner tower with four 

clocks.  This is a beautiful building and a good choice to house the administrative offices 

for the City of Woodstock. 


