
Memories of Al MacKay   (The Oxford County Drive-In ) 

 

 

 In 1949-50, Mr. Summerhayes from Brantford, Ontario was looking for 8-10 acres of 

land on which to build a Drive-in theater. He came to Oxford County to search for a good 

location possibly on Dundas St. near the Beachville Rd. Area (locally known as the 

Hydro Hill Rd). The property in question belonged to Mr. Harold Kipp an area farmer, 

while negotiating for this section Mr. Summerhayes also looked north of the city at a 

property owned by Mr. German. 

Mr. German and Mr. Summerhayes agreed on a price and the land was purchased for the 

sum of $3,000.00. 

The theater was constructed and opening day was May, 195 .  Traditionally the drive-in 

opened on the May 24 weekend and closed on Labour Day (1950’s-60’s) Today however, 

providing that weather permits the theater stays open until its too cold. 

Even though the Oxford Drive-In was  the first Drive-in to open in Oxford County, The 

Mustang Theater in London had opened 1-2 years prior 

 

The Projection booth is an original structure and is still in use currently as is the projector 

itself. Only the heads for the projector are not original ,as,  they were replaced in 1962 

with the projector heads from the Norwich Theater 

 

The original speakers hung from the patron’s car window. During the 1980’s the sound 

system converted to A.M.  radio sound . With this system the patron had to lay a wire 

across the windshield of their car or on the antenna . This system proved to be unreliable 

because during rain or foggy conditions there was too much interference with the sound 

so, in 1991 the theater converted to F.M. radio sound . With this  system the patron only 

had to turn on their radio and set it to a designated radio station. 

 

The concession stand was a block building with shutters on the windows. The Shutters 

when raised became awnings to protect the patrons when they stood outside the windows 

to place their orders.  As with the projectors and projector booth the concession stand is 

original and in use today.  Jean and Fred German  worked at the drive –in on the opening 

night.. 

 

 The original screen of the theater was a wooden frame construct that eventually blew 

down  during the winter of 1975-76 ( That year there was several severe wind storms)  

The old screen was replaced by Mr. Leonard Bernstein of Toronto (the owner at the time) 

 

When the theater opened  the customer did not drive their own vehicle onto the grounds. 

The customer drove their vehicle to the box office and an usher would then drive the car 

onto the lot and  park it. On the opening night  Mr. MacKay worked as an usher. Mr. 

MacKay’s parents were also employees of the theater. 

 

 


