
Court House 

 

 This building was built for the purpose of a court house, and it continues to fulfill 

that purpose today, as well as serving as the administrative offices for the County of 

Oxford.  It first opened in December of 1892, after three years of setbacks and disputes 

during construction. Disagreements with architects, building plans and financial problems 

delayed construction.  The original architect, R.T. Brooks of Detroit, and W.C. Smith and 

Company were dismissed in 1890 because of faulty supervision and construction.  The 

construction was then completed by Cuthbertson of Woodstock, and Fowler of Toronto. 

 During this time, the famous Birchall murder trial was taking place.  Since the 

Court House was under construction at this time, the trial took place in the Upper Hall of 

the Town Hall building, now the Woodstock Museum.   

 The court house building is a beautiful example of Victorian architecture.  It is 

built in the Richardsonian Romanesque style, with a complex roof line.  It is made from 

red sandstone, and has red marble pillars at the two front entrances.   

 County Council..... 

 The intriguing part of this building is the stone carvings on the front face of the 

building; MONKEYS!  You can spot one at the peak of the front of the building.  Eight 

others are hiding among the capitals of the marble pillars.  This is the cause of much 

curiosity; why monkeys?  Some of the reasons people have given are: It’s the original 

symbol of justice; a builder’s tradition dating back to late medieval times (several 

buildings in Europe, including churches, have had the same carvings); or perhaps it was 

to spite the council because of a payment dispute, that the builder simply wanted to make 

a “monkey” out of the court house.  We may never know the real reason. Try finding the 

monkeys yourself! 

 In front of the building is a statue of Color Sgt. George Leonard, a Boer War hero 

who originated from Oxford County.  It is said that it was unveiled in May of 1904, 

although the Sentinel Review’s records for this time were destroyed by fire, and it was 

never validated.  The dates on his monument are controversially wrong;  it says that 

George Leonard died on May 11, 1901, after receiving wounds fighting in the Zand River 

battle the previous day. The Zand River battle actually took place during May and June of 

1900.  Apparently he died on June 18, 1900, after surviving his wounds for five weeks. 

The other name on the monument, Myrtle Davidson, was a member of the Oxford Rifles, 

and was being honoured for his services as Corporal of the South African Constabulary.  

It says that he died February 9, 1902, but with the controversy raised with the other date 

on the monument, this may not be valid.  

 This is a fantastic building, both structurally and historically, and it is a marvel to 

come and experience for oneself. 


