
Woodstock Market 

 

 This beautiful red brick with stone trim building, built in a similar design to that 

of a train station, was built by W. B. Ford, in 1895.  It was built on the site where wooden 

market sheds had once been located.  There has been a market in Woodstock since 1853, 

the original building being what is now the Woodstock Museum.   

 The market building has a characteristically low roof and wide canopies similar to  

that of  train stations.  True, this is a comparable design, but the wide canopies do well to 

shelter the goods of the vendors at the market.  This building design is common for the 

era.  What is interesting with this building is the twin towers, the use of stone in the trim, 

and the ornate drinking fountain at the main entrance, at the west side of the building.  In 

the three and a half months it took to construct this building, the contractors used one 

hundred and forty thousand feet of lumber, and one and a quarter mile of putty.   

 The building housed many vendors.  In the basement, four long tables were set up, 

so that up to 150 vendors could sell their products; the first floor was subdivided into 

forty-five separate shops.  Many of these shops had separate  entrances from the sidewalk 

under the overhang, and it’s interesting to note that most of these shops were butchers.  

There were a total of twenty six exterior doors.  In the west end of the building, under the 

north tower, was a flower booth, and under the south tower, there was a coffee stand.  

Above this, in the north tower, was where the police station was located, and in the south 

tower, the town Magistrate’s office.  Between these was where the court room was 

located.  The police chief’s office was on the landing, between the two towers.   

 Auctioneers held a weekly livestock sale in the area directly west of the market, 

behind the town hall, once a week.   

 The building has recently been restored, and now houses the Woodstock Little 

Theatre and the Market Restaurant.  There is also retail space, as yet unoccupied.   


