
City of Woodstock Reeves and Mayors 

1851-2001 
 

1851, 1864   Hugh Richardson 

Born in 1826 in England, Richardson was the son of the London, Ontario banker. 

Woodstock’s first reeve, 25 years, old, arrived in 1847 and established one of the first law 

practices in the community. In 1849 he built the house at 419 Vincent Street, which was 

designated in 1976. Crown Attorney from 1856 to 1862, mayor in 1864; Lt. Col. and 

commanding officer of the Oxford Rifles 1865 to 1875. Left for Northwest Territories in 

1876 to become a magistrate and legal advisor to the governor (Ontario Historical 

Society May 27, 1992 newsletter). Presiding judge at the Louis Riel trial; he ignored a 

recommendation for mercy and sentenced Riel to be hanged in 1885. Afterwards, was 

Deputy Minister of Justice. A portrait of Richardson was commissioned for the Regina 

Court House in 1909 to keep the memory of Richardson alive.  

 

1852, 1853   Henry Finkle 

Died March 17, 1853, aged 45. Appointed Lieutenant of 2nd Regiment Oxford Militia 

January 19, 1838, Captain of 2nd Battalion in 1851.With his brother John, owned large 

flour, carding and saw mills, which in busy times ran day and night, and were general 

merchants in early Woodstock. H.F. Finkle, son of Henry, practiced law in Woodstock 

before he received the appointment of Postmaster. Their place of business was upon the 

site of the present Sentinel-Review office. 

 

1853,1855,1859, 

1866,1867,1870-1872  William Grey 

Arrived in Woodstock in 1825, born at West Pennard, Somersetshire, England, October 

18, 1812, died March 23, 1904. His father migrated to Canada in 1818, and the following 

year his wife and family came. First settled in Lower Canada., then came here and settled 

a few miles east of Woodstock. When William Grey built his own residence, it was 

located at the corner of Buller and Graham streets, on the site of the present armory. 

Watched and helped preside over Woodstock’s growth from Town Plot to city. Built first 

three-storey brick building, the Royal Pavilion Hotel at Brock and Dundas Streets in 

1840; served as city’s third mayor as well as serving six additional terms between 1859 

and 1872; one of the founders and first president of Oxford Builders Loan and Savings 

Society. Staunch member of both Old and New St. Paul’s Churches, close friend and 

confidant of rector Rev. J.C. Farthing, who went on to become Bishop of Quebec. Grey 

left money in his will to install 10 bell chimes in New St. Paul’s, and to built Grey 

Memorial Hall beside the church. After his death one of the new Woodstock General 

Hospital additions of 1906 was called the William Grey Ward.  

 

1854    John Finkle 

With his brother Henry, owned large flour, carding and saw mills, and were general 

merchants in early Woodstock. John’s son Alexander became Judge Finkle. Also, his 

daughter is remembered for the Ethel Finkle School of Nursing, WGH.  

 



1856, 1857   Joseph Sudworth 

Son of Abraham Sudworth, who kept a hotel where the Museum now stands. Joseph 

Sudworth was a partner in Joseph & Wright, a wholesale and retail boot and shoe 

company. The first mayor of the Town of Woodstock, he won over Hugh Richardson by 

an 8 – 6 count. 

 

1858    James Kintrea 

Member of first Town Council. Respected local businessman (painter and grocer) 

frequent town council member. Friend of William Wilson. Along with Wilson and 

Thomas Shenstone, a young saddle maker, known as the “Graveyard Trio” (1854 

Tombstone Affair). County treasurer during the term of Henry Parker, 1868-1869.  At 

that time municipal funds were held in the treasurer’s own name. The treasurer had to 

arrange for two or three sureties who would guarantee his honesty. Kintrea admitted he 

couldn’t make good the money, but would have it forthcoming. While Mayor Parker and 

his councilor pondered, Kintrea absconded with over $10,000, and was never heard of 

again. (Metro Toronto Library Board has picture of him.) 

 

1860    Thomas J. Cottle 

Came to Woodstock around 1843, purchased the future Altadore site, was formerly of 

Isle of Nevis, British West Indies, born 1808. Died January 4, 1871.Married Laetitia 

Phillips Graham, a daughter of one of the first half-pay officers to come to the 

Woodstock area. Built a modest frame house on the northeast corner of the future 

Victoria North and Grant streets and called it Altadore, which means “round hill” in West 

Indian, after his previous plantation. The one-storey house was razed by fire in 1858 and 

replaced with a scaled-down brick version of an English manor house. When the 19-year-

old Prince of Wales, later King Edward VII, stayed overnight in September 1860, Cottle 

was mayor of Woodstock and Altadore was regarded as the community’s beauty spot. It 

was felt the main reason he had been elected to the mayoralty was because of his 

pretentious house and lawn. He also understood the protocol for royal functions. First 

president of the Oxford Horticultural Society, formed in 1852. 

 

1861    Homer Pratt Brown 

Born February 13, 1822, came to Ontario with his parents in 1835. Arrived here in 1844, 

and ten years later was the sole proprietor of Woodstock Iron Works until he sold the 

business in 1867. In 1860 built home at 82 Wellington North (Comely Place) that 

continues as a personal residence (currently owned by George and Kathleen Willits); was 

an Oxford Rifles officer; one of the founders of Oxford Permanent Loan and Savings. 

Mayor, member of council for 14 years and magistrate in 1862. He was appointed county 

treasurer in 1869 in the wake of the Kintrea fiasco, the third County Treasurer after Hugh 

Barwick and James Kintrea, a position he held until 1905. He was a founding member of 

the Masonic fraternity. In religion, he was an adherent of the Central Methodist Chur5ch. 

He died three years later. 

 

1862-63   William Wilson 

Wilson Street is named after him. His business was located on Burtch Street. Local tanner 

in partnership with one of the leading businessmen in Ingersoll, American Thomas 



Brown. Wilson’s wife had died and been buried in a local cemetery. Reverend William 

Bettridge objected to the inscription placed on the tombstone, which read “In death she 

was from sorrow free. In life she was all that a wife should be”, on the grounds that it 

“infringed upon Scriptural truth”. Wilson was not allowed to place this inscription on the 

tombstone. Well over a year after being interred, the woman’s body was dug up and 

taken away in the night. There was public outrage, and at Bettridge’s urging, Captain 

Philip Graham used his powers as magistrate to arrest the husband and two of his friends, 

James Kintrea, a painter and grocer, and Thomas Shenston, a young saddle maker, and 

refused to set bail. They were eventually released after complaining by petition to the 

Governor General. (University of Western Ontario has picture of Wilson.) 

 

1865    John McWhinnie 

Editor of newspaper started in 1848 called the “British American”. Commonly known as 

“Col. Whitehead’s Journal” after its publisher, it appeared on Friday mornings. Edited by 

McWhinnie, who later started the “Sentinel” with his son-in-law Sandy Hay. The British 

American merged with another paper in 1853 and stopped published in 1858. The 

Woodstock Sentinel was first printed on January 1, 1854. McWhinnie soon bought out 

Hay’s share and brought in his son Robert to be publisher. They ran it until 1870. 

 

1868-69   Henry Parker 

Henry Parker was born in Cumberland, England in 1832, died in Woodstock on 

December 3, 1886. He came with his family to Canada in 1833, settling near 

Peterborough, then relocated to Oxford County. He operated a grain business. Parker 

bu7ilt his family h0me at Victoria and King Streets about 1880, now owned by W.B.R. 

Whitehead. He was more many years active in the Oxford Agricultural Society.  At the 

time of his death he was County Police Magistrate, and had been, for many years. James 

Kintrea was county treasurer during his term. Municipal funds were held in the 

treasurer’s own name. The treasurer had to arrange for two or three sureties who would 

guarantee his honesty. Kintrea admitted he couldn’t make good the money, but would 

have it forthcoming. While Mayor Parker and his councilor pondered, Kintrea absconded 

with over $10,000, and was never heard of again.  

 

1873    Ashton Fletcher, Q.C., L.L., B.M.A. 

Born in Cheshire, England June 2, 1836, died in Woodstock October 29, 1892. Came to 

Canada with his parents in 1842, fine scholar, brilliant speaker. Oxford County Reform 

Party leader. 

 

1874-75   Gilbert C. Field  

1831 – 1903. Born in 1831 near Niagara Falls, His parents were United Empire Loyalists. 

He practiced medicine in Illinois, but when he and his wife were returning to Canada they 

got off the train here because their child was sick. Their child later died, and Field 

decided to locate here in Woodstock. During an epidemic of typhoid fever, he lost his 

wife and two children. Prominent and faithful member of Central Methodist Church. Was 

appointed Woodstock’s first police magistrate in 1878. 

 

 



1876-77   Robert Revell 

Born 1827, son of Henry Revell. Barrister in Woodstock. 

 

1878-79    Thomas H. Parker 

Born in Cumberland, England on February 10, 1828. In 1831 the family immigrated to 

Canada and settled in Peterborough. In 1846 his father moved to Zorra Township. Parker 

returned to the Peterborough area, then came to Woodstock and commenced business for 

himself. President of the Mechanics’ Institute, first president of the Woodstock Board of 

Trade, first meeting February 2, 1877. This group eventually became the Chamber of 

Commerce. Built Norwood, at 84 Vansittart Avenue, in 1864. He and his wife had twin 

daughters, Jessie and Annie. In politics he was Reform, and a member of the Masonic 

fraternity.  

 

1880    James Sutherland 

Liberal member for North Oxford from 1880 to 1905, had been Woodstock mayor when 

elected. Named Privy Councilor in 1899, Minister of Marine and Fisheries in 1902, and 

minister of Public Works from 1903 until he died in 1905. 

 

1881    Freeman Burdick Scofield 

Lived to be one of Woodstock’s oldest citizens. Built and ran saw mill at 105 Wilson 

Street, once site of Cullen Mill. Among other building erected by Scofield & Co. was 

Canadian Literary Institute, which became Woodstock College. Also ran first planing 

mill in Upper Canada, about 1860, which was built at Eastwood, with proprietors 

Vansittart and Cottle. Was Chief of Fire Brigade. Born September 27, 1823, at Ingersoll. 

Acted as surety for James Kintrea.  

 

1882-83   Warren Totten 

Born in Paris, Brant County on May 23, 1835. Practiced law at Paris, then in Brantford. 

In 1866 he came to Woodstock. Filled office of mayor two years, and held several other 

public offices. Member of several lodges, held various positions in these organizations. 

Member of the Church of England. 

 

1884-85   John M. Grant 

Born in Elgin, Scotland. Came to Canada at the age of 5, where his father started a 

tanning business and retail boot and shoe business. Invented a system of oak tanning that 

greatly reduced the time it takes to tan leather. Was quoted as being the leading tanning 

expert of America and was invited to Germany to introduce the system there. Owned 

Altadore for a short time starting in 1886. When he went out of business, the bank 

(Canadian Bank of Commerce) took it over again. Staunch Liberal. Due to his enterprise, 

Cottle Swamp was developed into a residential area. Grant Street was named in his 

honour. 

 

1886-87   Arthur W. Francis 

Born in Chester, England, July 14, 1835. An able bookkeeper and accountant. Came to 

Canada in 1858. Was in Division Court Office and County Clerk’s office. Also, with T.J. 

Clark, went into the oil refining business.  Purchased the “Times” in 1876, an old 



established Conservative paper founded in 1855 by Alexander Riggs McCleneghan, who 

sold it when he was appointed postmaster. Was editor for 13 years. Went to front with 

Oxford Rifles in Fenian Raids. Francis was owner of the “Times”, and a reeve of 

Woodstock, when he was killed in the St. George train wreck in 1889. 

 

1888,1903 

1904    John White 

Opened his first store in Woodstock at the age of 20, on the northeast corner of Dundas 

and Riddell in 1860. Business was so good, that he built a bigger store further west on 

Dundas, near Graham, in 1866. As business grew he took on the large double store to the 

east, and later the store to the west. By 1901 the business occupied 25,000 square feet, 

employed 125 people and had offices in Glasgow, London, England and Paris, France. At 

least twice a year store representatives went to Europe to buy merchandise. It was 

incorporated as the John white Company Ltd. in 1904. The three loosely-connected stores 

were blended into one by 1913. Renovations included a fourth floor addition. It was one 

of the first businesses in town with electric lights, electric elevator and a modern heating 

system. The Oxford Rifles was re-organized in 1907 by Ltd. Col. John White when it was 

given status as a City regiment. The Armoury opened on January 23, 1908 with nearly 

500 guests attending the inaugural ball. White was in command at the time. 

 

1899-90   Dennis Walter Karn 

Born in West Zorra Township on February 6, 1843, eldest of thee children, to Peter Karn 

and the former Priscilla Thornton. In 1869 he put his skills as an amateur musician into 

use and formed a partnership with J M Miller of Woodstock. Miller built reed organs, a 

luxury at the time. The new firm, Miller and Karn, occupied a shop on the southwest 

corner of Dundas and Reeve, where City Hall stands now. Three years later he took over 

the company, but retained the name until 1873 when he formed D W Karn & Company. 

The factory burned in 1878, he rebuilt and expanded, but it burned again in 1886. He then 

bought the Woodstock Hotel on the northeast corner of Huron and Dundas. In 1888 he 

augmented the organs with pianos, the first player piano being produced in 1901. Was a 

town councilor for a few years, elected mayor in 1889. His first few months in office 

were tense, with a citizens’ group suing the town and actively trying to remove the 

council, over conversion from gas lighting to hydro. A new Electric Light bill was to be 

presented to the Ontario Legislature on February 28. Woodstock felt it should be 

represented, so on February 27 the majority of the council were on the Grand Trunk 

Western Railway’s St. Louise Express heading for Toronto. At St. George, Ontario the 

train derailed, killing Reeve W.E. Francis and councilors Joseph Peers, Jonathon Miler 

and Dr. Levi Hoyt Swan. Mayor Karn was badly injured but fully recovered. Served as 

mayor again the next year. Ran unsuccessfully as a federal Conservative in 1981 and 

1986. That same year he bought S R Warren and Son of Toronto, forming the Karn-

Warren Co. Ltd. Karn was present in the congregation when his firm’s organ, the largest 

pipe organ ever built in Canada at the time, was dedicated in Toronto’s Metropolitan 

Methodist (United in 1925) Church. After his retirement in 1909, the company gradually 

merged with other companies, ceasing its Woodstock operations in 1924.  

 

 



1891-92   Malcolm Douglas 

Born December 20, 1859. His father John Douglas Jr. came here in 1837. Learned trade 

of saddler and followed it for 9 years. Past President of Reform Association of North 

Oxford. Secretary and treasurer of WCI, chairman of the Water Works Commission, and 

a director of the Oxford Permanent Loan and Savings Company. In religion, 

Presbyterian, and member of several lodges. 

 

1893-94   James Hay Jr. 

Son of James Hay, who was the founder of Hay and Company, a furniture construction 

business opened on May 17, 1844. James Hay Jr. sold the business to Oliver G. Anderson 

of Walkerton in 1895. Hay Jr. tried again in 1897 with Hay & Co. at Norwich Avenue 

and the GTR tracks. Thomas Hay, grandson of the founder, sold this company to the 

Weldwood division of U.S. Plywood in 1946. The Woodstock plant closed in 1970.The 

City of Woodstock purchased the city’s first water works system from Hay Jr.’s father, 

who had it constructed when he built his third furniture plant in 1881 at Main and Mill 

Streets. The previous two plants had been destroyed by fire. 

 

1895    Samuel John Cole 

1849 – 1904. Elected Mayor by acclamation. Had been nominated for council seven 

times, elected by acclamation four times. Spent first 13 years in Durham County, moved 

to East Nissouri 1862, moved to Stratford 1878. A stock buyer. Entered Council first in 

1889, chair of building committee of House of Refuge. 

 

1896    Richard William Knight 

Came to Woodstock in 1868. Born at Harrow, near London, England. Crossed Atlantic 

when one year old. Father was a merchant in Markham. Bought Bendyshe estate, where 

he farmed for three years, then entered real estate business and insurance. Was a great 

temperance man. His home was what is now known as the Drew House.  

 

1897-98   Dr. Andrew MacKay 

Born in West Zorra, settled in Bruce County, where he practiced for some years. In 1890 

he came to Woodstock with his family and opened a practice. Staunch Liberal and 

represented North Oxford in the Ontario Legislature for a term. Member of Knox Church, 

acted as session clerk. Prominent in the Odd Fellows and Knights of Pythias. Held 

position as surgeon for various county institutions. 

 

1899    Benson J. McNichol 

Local contractor. 

 

1900,1905,  

1910,1911   James Samuel Scarff 

Father was James Scarff, blacksmith and prominent Methodist. He was the man who, it 

was said, during the Rebellion of 1837 worked all day Sunday making pikes. James 

Samuel was born May 4, 1839, died Woodstock October 4, 1916.Vice-President of 

Oxford Permanent Building and Savings Society. 

 



1901-02   Dr. John Mearns 

1843 – 1917. Representative for this region on the College of Physicians and Surgeons of 

Ontario, member Board of Education, member of Public Library Board. Came to 

Woodstock from Petrolia.  Last reeve of the Town of Woodstock, newly-designated 

city’s mayor in 1901. It may be said that Mearns was the father of the current Market 

Building, which came into being with his support. 

 

Done up to this date 

 

1906-07   John Butler 

Was an Alderman, Chair of Fire and Light Committee. As Mayor, he was particularly 

happy with the consolidation of the bylaws of the city that took place during his term, and 

with preparations for the printing of a new city map. He also declared that he would be 

able to present figures that showed that taxation in Woodstock was the lowest of any 

similarly situated municipality in Ontario. 

 

1908-09   Rolando George Sawtell 

Born in 1856, died November 6, 1912. Came to Woodstock with his parents. Clerked at 

his father’s real estate and insurance business, eventually taking it over. Was Chairman of 

the Board of Health, and a member of the Parks Board and Fair Board. Was a prominent 

member of First Baptist Church in Woodstock.  

 

1912    A.B. Welford 

Dr. Welford was one of the founders of Woodstock General Hospital and later president 

of the Oxford County Progressive Conservative Association. He was involved in a breach 

of the Ontario Temperance Act, Section 51. He had given Thomas Michelson of 

Brooksdale a requisition for alcohol, without the required patient examination, to be used 

for bathing purposes by Tom’s mother. Tom drank it instead. “Dr. Welford was fined $50 

and costs, aggregating $68.68, in police court this morning” said the Daily Sentinel-

Review, February 18, 1918. The doctor vowed to appeal because “there was no evidence 

to convict.” 

 

1913    John G. McBeath 

McBeath chided the Board of Works during the October 13, 1913 meeting for conducting 

their business in a very loose manner.” When a bylaw was introduced granting the mayor 

of Woodstock remuneration of $400 yearly, he was the only person to vote against it, 

saying he did not feel it was fair to receive that much money for a job that was not full 

time hours. 

 

1914    William W. Hobson 

 

1915-16   Clifford Kemp 

Born December 11, 1855, died April 23, 1927. His funeral was held on April 25. 

 

1917-18   Wesley S. West 



West came under fire during his term as mayor, when it was learned that he received two 

letters from then Premier Borden asking for his political support for a South Oxford 

candidate, E.W. Nesbitt. West denied allegations that his political affiliations affected his 

duties as mayor. 

 

 

1919-20   Andrew Joseph Gahagan 

Left Woodstock in 1924 to move to Windsor. Prior to doing this, was in business as a 

shoe merchant. Ardent baseball fan and president of the Woodstock Baseball League in 

the years immediately following WW I.  

 

1921-22   Malcolm Paul 

Owned an undertaking business in Woodstock for 20 years. Born in Lobo Township, 

previously in business in Strathroy. Prominent in Masonic and other fraternal societies, 

member of Mocha Temple of the Mystic Shrine, member of the Canadian Order of 

Foresters and of the Woodmen of the World. 

 

1923    Robert L. Murray 

The city’s sewer system was a contentious issue during Murray’s term, with the mayor 

eventually deciding that the board of Works needed to investigate their own files before 

asking for unnecessary planning work. 

 

1924-25   Everett Actus Rea 

Born November 20, 1876, died July 21, 1929. Rea was a druggist by trade. Was a 

convincing speaker. Worked with the Rotary Club, was President of the YMCA, and on 

the executive of the Western Football Association. Chairman, Woodstock Board of 

Education. 

 

1926-27   Benjamin Colloby Parker 

Died in 1945. 

 

1928-29   John W. Sales (Jack) 

Died at the age of 88 on October 25, 1966. He was born in England, was a wholesale 

butcher. Buried in Anglican Cemetery. 

 

1930-31   Colin Ebenezer Sutherland 

Was in the insurance business, and died at the age of 80. Buried in the Presbyterian 

Cemetery. Became County Sheriff in the 1940s, and was a long-time member of the 

Zorra Caledonian Society in Embro. 

 

1932    Percy W. Johnston 

Born in 1886, died in 1942. 

 

1933-34   James Dight Hill 

Born in County Somerset, England, on March 17, 1888. James Hill came to Woodstock 

in 1913, and his wife and family followed. He worked as a brick mason before being 



employed by the City of Woodstock as City Clerk and Justice of the Peace. He was a 

long time member of the Woodstock Masonic and Oddfellow Lodges and a warden and 

active member of All Saints Anglican Church.  

 

 

 

1935-37   William MacArthur 

 

1938    Richard Clowes 

Was very prominent in the Children’s Aid Society. 

 

1939-40   John A. Lewis 

Owned a grocery store on the northeast corner of Dundas and Victoria Street North, 

where an outdoor outfitting store now stands. 

 

1941-42   Charles W. Hayball 

Was a well-known photographer. Most of the school photos taken during the 1930s were 

his. A street of war-time houses running west of Huron is named for him, as he was 

mayor at the time. 

 

1943-44   Edward G. McKenzie 

McKenzie Street is named after him. 

 

1945-46   Charles Burston 

One of the first sections for residential area was in northeast section, became known as 

Huron Park Development. The property known as Tobin farms was purchased in 1947 

during the term of Burston. 

 

1947-48   Donald A. Thomson 

Was a stockbroker and former president of the Rotary Club. He moved to Toronto circa 

1950. 

 

1949-50   F. Wilson Milburn 

Featured on the Summer 1950 front cover of “The Canadian Bandmaster”. Was a 

pharmacist and well-known local athlete, then became interested in the ministry. 

 

1951    Fred Childs 

Born 1884, died in 1957. Buried in Presbyterian Cemetery. 

 

1952-56, 

1960 Bernadette Smith (Mary Bernadette Parkinson-McHardy-Smith 

Most Canadian historians argue that Canada’s first female mayor was Barbara Hanely, 

who took the reins of power in Webbwood, ON in January 1936. But local authorities 

steadfastly maintain that Bernadette Smith was in fact the first female elected mayor of a 

Canadian city when she took power in 1951. She made history on December 6, 1948 by 

placing 10th on the voter list to become the city’s first female council member. Held for 



six terms, five of them in succession, and was the first local chief magistrate to hold it 

more than twice consecutively. In her last term she won by a 52-vote squeaker over 

incumbent mayor George T. LaFlair. Was elected 12 times to alderman position. Became 

Oxford Museum (now Woodstock Museum) curator in 1956, and was instrumental in the 

preservation of the old City Hall, which was designated that same year. She died in 1972. 

 

1957-58   Charlie M. Tatham 

Born November 8, 1925, Tatham was an RCAF pilot from 1943-45. In 1955 he began his 

political career and was elected an Alderman in Woodstock. Elected as Mayor two years 

later. From 1955 – 1985, served in a variety of political roles, including Warden. In 1968, 

1972 and 1974, was Federal Liberate candidate for Oxford. Elected as MPP for Oxford in 

1987. Was president of the Woodstock Agricultural Society and a member of the Royal 

Canada Legion. From 1986-87 was Cooperative Education Liaison Officer for the Board 

of Education. Member of Soil Conservation Society of America and the Oxford Soil and 

Crop Association. In 1977, the Chamber of Commerce presented Tatham with its 

Centennial Award for his contributions. Tatham was awarded the Canadian Association 

of Exhibitions Distinguished Service Award in 1979. 

 

 

1959    George T. LaFlair 

In the 1930s and after WW II, LaFlair participated in the YMCA minstrel shows, 

working with the Presbyterian church children’s groups and performing in the troupe. 

 

1961-62   William A. Downing 

 

1963-65   William Bruce Dutton 

He believed that an essential ingredient in politics was debate. Former Alderman Joe 

Pember said that Dutton was one of the strongest speakers, and had the quickest mind. 

Dutton styled himself as a parliamentarian, and had special reverence for orators like 

John Diefenbaker and Winston Churchill. He and his wife had two children. Born March 

18, 1921 in Saskatchewan. In 1940, he was employed at the Sentinel-Review as an 

advertising salesman, and after WWII went back to school to become a pharmacist. He 

was the pharmacist at the Oxford Regional Centre. Was Alderman, Mayor, chair of the 

Woodstock Planning Board, on the Woodingford Lodge Committee, City Representative 

and Vice Chairman of the County Restructuring Committee, County Health Unit 

Representative. Member of the Legion and the Woodstock Rotary Club. 

 

1966     Trevor J. Slater 

 

Start of three year terms 

 

1967-69   James F. Hutchinson 

Long associated with the Liberal party. Born in Winnipeg, but grew up in British 

Columbia. Went to law school at Osgoode Hall. Named to Queen’s Counsel in January, 

1972. Withdrew from the mayoral position in 1970 to devote himself to his practice full 

time. During renovations to the Courthouse in the late 1980s, this former mayor 



threatened to apply to have the building permit for renovations cancelled if an elevator 

was not included. 

 

1970-72   William E. Allen 

Oversaw improvements to City Hall with a PA system and exterior lighting, the 

renovation of the pavilion and band shell at Southside Park and lighting improvements 

there. Acclaimed mayor in 1970 municipal election. Two issues were under study during 

his term: 1. one-way street proposal for Dundas and Simcoe/Peel Streets; 2. plaza and 

mall plan for the area around the museum. 

 

1973-78   Leslie J. Cook 

Was a member of the Oxford Garrison Sergeants’ Mess Third (London and Oxford 

Fusiliers) BN, the Royal Canadian Regiment. Cook was born in Woodstock and worked 

many years for the post office. He also drove a bus for the Oxford County Board of 

Education. Devoted 21 years to local politics, serving three terms as mayor, and serving 

as a City and Oxford County councilor. Stepped into political arena in 1968 and stayed 

until retiring in November 1991. Dedicated member of the Rotary Club, the Probus Club, 

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 55 Woodstock. Cook served overseas with the RCR and 

the Canadian Provost Corp for more than 6 years.  

 

1979-85   Wendy L. Calder 

Born in Toronto, daughter of famous Canadian lawyer John Josiah Robinette. Attended 

Havergal College, then Weller’s College of Secretarial Arts. Long history of community 

involvement and volunteer work. Defeated Les Cook in mayoralty race, acclaimed two 

years later, then defeated Patrick Amerlinck in 1982 election. Some achievements during 

her terms: 1. servicing of Pattullo Ridge Business Park; 2. paratransit service; 3. new 

police station; 4. new home for Woodstock Art Gallery; 5. recycling program. Declared 

Woodstock a disaster area in the wake of the 1979 tornado and went to the province for 

financial assistance. 

 

1985-1991   Joseph Pember 

Was quick to seize issues and push them as far as he could. Liked a healthy debate, 

viewed as colorful but ruthless.  Said hard speeches and persistent argument are essential 

for a democratic decision. Said a good politician must risk unpopularity with the public to 

pursue his/her own viewpoint. Touted as an overnight success when he captured more 

votes than any other alderman in the 1974 elections, but had a connection with City Hall 

before, first as an ambulance operator under contract with the city and then as an 

appointed member of the parking authority for two terms. Did not let his dyslexia stop 

him from participating. Said “I think of the downfall of most politicians … nursing old 

wounds.” 

 

1992-1994   Margaret Munnoch 

 

1995-2003   John Geoghegan 

Was present when Eleanor Roosevelt spoke in Woodstock, gave her advice on who 

would win the World Series that year. Geoghegan was born on June 27 in Wingham, 



arrived in Woodstock with his family in 1942. His father was an Anglican rector who 

served at New St. Paul’s. John Geoghegan Sr. Served there till his early death in 1956. 

Geoghegan worked in the assessment department of the City of Windsor, then joined 

Fanshawe College in London to develop a municipal government studies program. He 

had a 27-year career in teaching. Formally named as a Councilor in 1987 to Woodstock 

City Council to replace the departing Charlie Tatham, and in 1994 took the mayor’s seat. 


