
     Joseph W. Boyle 1867-1923  

 

 

Woodstock’s own Joe Boyle, the famous “ King of the Klondike”, after a number of years as an 

entrepreneur and gold miner in the historic Yukon Gold Rush around the turn of the century, embarked on 

yet another unbelievable series of adventures on the outbreak of World War I in 1914. 

 

 Wishing to join in the war, Joe raised and trained a 50- man military contingent which he hoped to 

lead into battle - but he was denied this privilege because of his age.  However, in England in 1917 on 

business, he was appointed by the British Government to lead a mission to Russia, to help untangle the 

chaotic railway system on the south-west front, which threatened the supply of food and material to Russia 

troops in Romania.  Through his efforts, the way was cleared for the supply of Romania, threatened by 

starvation and German occupation.  In the turmoil of the Bolshevik revolution, Boyle operate a spy network 

for British Intelligence in southern Russia, and carried out many daring exploits at great personal risk. 

 

 Decorated by Queen Marie of Romania for his service to the  Crown, and hailed as the “Saviour of  

Romania,” he began another extraordinary chapter in his incredible career, with his close association with 

the Queen, becoming a national heroin that country and a highly influential member of the royal entourage.  

After executing a number of legendary exploits - such as the  daring rescue from Odessa of 50 Romanian 

aristocrats held hostage by the Bolsheviks, and the removal from Moscow of the Romanian Treasury and 

Crown Jewels, and its safe return to Romania.  Joe Boyle negotiated a peace treaty between Romania and 

the  new Russian government.  Subsequently, he was able to persuade the Canadian government to provide 

$25,000,000 in aid to the war - ravaged Romanian state, and also secured Romanian  oil supplies for 

Britain. 

 

 After suffering severe health problems , Joe returned to England,  in 1922, where he died in 

relative obscurity in the following year - although not without being remembered by his devoted friend, 

Queen Marie, who marked his gravestone with the words “ A Man With the Heart of a Lion and the Simple 

Faith of a Child”. 

 

 Through the efforts of a group of local people, Joe Boyle’s  body was eventually returned to 

Woodstock and re-buried here by the Canadian Government with the full military honours he so richly 

deserved. 


