
Central School 

(Central Senior Public School) 

 

 It was in 1875 when William Carlyle, Inspector of Public schools, reported that 

the Woodstock school system was in deplorable condition.  At this time, some classes 

had up to eighty seven students.  It was time to look for a site for a new school.  By 1878, 

a site had been chosen and bought.  It was selected from clergy reserves, in a location 

called “Court House Square”.  It was located at the south side of Hunter Street, between 

Light and Graham Streets.  One hundred dollars was offered for the best design, and Mr. 

Sheard of Toronto won, and became the Chief Architect and Inspector of Construction.   

 In 1879 construction began.  The contractors were A. and J. Murray of 

Woodstock.  This original white brick, two story structure housed eight classrooms, four 

on the first floor, and four on the second.  It also housed a library and a domestic science 

class.  The basement floor was only packed dirt, however playrooms were located in this 

area.  There was an ornate bell tower built above the front entrance, which faced Hunter 

Street.   

 The school opened in September of 1880, with 245 students enrolled.  It was 

opened as a “Model School”, a school for teaching teachers. School  management and 

discipline were taught to the students, who were called “Modelites”. Central School 

remained as a Model School until 1907.   

 Those students attending Central School in 1912 considered themselves very 

lucky, as cement floors, drinking fountains and indoor washrooms had been installed over 

the course of the summer.  Before this, the washrooms were called, “Water Closets”, and 

they were located to the south of the school building.  It was decided, after the first year 

of operations, that a fence should be erected to separate the girls’ from the boys’ Water 

Closet.  The property was expanded in 1883 to fill all the land between Light and Graham 

Streets. 

 By 1920, overcrowding was becoming a problem once again.  The school rented 

two rooms in the basement of a near-by church, now known as the Calvary Church.  

Additions were needed.  In 1923, Central School accommodated sixteen classrooms, and 

the property was expanded, this time to the south.  The bell tower located above the front 

entrance was taken down at this time, to blend the new additions with the original 

building.  The school housed grades five, six, seven and eight, as well as holding the 

Commercial department for Woodstock Collegiate High School.  Also, all but two rooms 

on the second floor were used by W.C.I. high school students.   

 In 1937, Central School lost its grade five and six classes, as additions had just 

been made to Broadway and Chapel schools; and in 1940, W. C. I. was completed, so all 

the high school students left the second floor.  Now the only classes remaining were the 

grade sevens and eights, as well as the auxiliary classes.  It wasn’t until 1968 that grade 

six returned to Central. 

 It was Christmas day, 1942, when fire broke out near the boiler room of the 

building.  It wasn’t detected for several hours, and much damage was done.  The asphalt 

steps leading to the building on one side melted, and a very expensive bird collection was 

burned.  However, despite the renovations that needed to take place, school returned 



sixteen days later, coming in morning and afternoon shifts, learning as the workers 

pounded away.  Repairs were not completed until May of that year.   

 Rotary classes were set up in 1945 for art, library, science, shop and home 

economics.  This offered the students the opportunity to see more than one teacher in a 

day, and experience other teaching styles.   

 In 1949, the final addition of a gymtorium, kitchen, shop and a lower addition to 

the staff room began.  This addition was not completed until 1951.  Now the students 

could enjoy Physical Education added to their curriculum, and assemblies could be held 

in the gymtorium rather than on the front steps as they had done previously.  By 1952, 

lockers were added, a “Perfect” (now known as Student) Council was formed, and the 

colours and crest were selected.  At this time, it was known as Central Senior Public 

School, and it remains so today. 


