
Hawkins Chapel 

British Methodist Episcopal Church 

Park Row Community Chapel 
 

Denomination: British Methodist Episcopal 

 

Years in Operation: 1888 – 1972 then closed, re-opened 1978, closed 1985 

 

This church was located in Woodstock on the north side of Park Row, west of Mill Street. 

 

A movement to build a church for black people was started about 1883 by George 

Washington, a porter at the O’Neill House and by Dan Anderson, a stonemason. They 

canvassed Woodstock and in 1886 purchased a lot on the north side of Park Row, with 

construction starting in 1888. 

 

It was established as a British Methodist Episcopal Church, with Rev. Walter Hawkins as 

the first minister. The chapel was named after Rev. Hawkins. In 1901,Reverend. R.L. 

Holden was pastor.  At its peak, the church ministered to 75 black families in the area. 

Rev. H.H. Clarke stated that there were no colour lines at the church, and that anyone was 

welcome to attend. Attendance declined, and the church closed in 1972, reopened from 

1978 – 1985, then was permanently closed and sold for use as a private dwelling. No 

records are know to exist; it is also unknown if these records were sent to another 

location. There was a British Methodist Episcopal church in Ingersoll, but it is not known 

if the two churches were affiliated. In Norwich Township, as of 1991, there was still an 

American Methodist Episcopal church building. Two members of this church were still 

living in the Woodstock area in 1991, John Smith on Sixth Ave. in Woodstock, and his 

brother Fred Smith of RR #4 Woodstock. 

 

Excerpts from a Letter to the Editor, Sentinel-Review, (date unknown) written by former 

Woodstock resident L.J. “Sparky” Weiler 

 

Old Church Buildings Deserve to be Saved 

 

… Today in conversation with a childhood friend … we discussed many things 

going back 50, 60 years and more. One point was that the over 100-year-old church and 

manse, formerly the B.M.E. congregation (both buildings) should be saved. Each Sunday, 

and other special church services, we and the whole Gore population (it seemed) were 

treated to the best singing music, this side of heaven. 

 Mr. Tait, a white gentleman, was the minister there for years. Some of the 

families that went to this church were the Smiths, Marshalls, Andersons, James, Greens, 

George Washington Jones, Mortons, Skidmores and Blairs, with possibly more, of which 

my memory fails me. Living next door, we got the royal treatment, for at times we cut 

their grass and shoveled their snow. 

 At each especial event, we would be given sandwiches, ice cream, cake, berries, 

etc. We were accepted as one of the parish. We could sit on our veranda, Mother, Dad 



and their 10 children, and enjoy ourselves, and believe that we were hearing the famous 

Vienna choir. 

 Fred Smith could be heard above all others, and was our Bing Crosby of the day. 

In the past Dresden had their famous Uncle Tom’s Cabin, a real credit to that area, it 

would be a shame to destroy these two buildings… 


